Sharing Our Faith
St. Luke’s United Methodist Church

3080 Okatie Highway, between the back gates of Sun City on Hwy 170
“Praising and Serving God Thru the Ages”

Normal Worship times: 8:30 & 10:15 AM - (Holidays & 5" Sundays - 9:15 AM)
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WELCOME REV. L. KIM EANES
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Pastor Kim was ordained as Probationary Member and then Full Elder in the United Methodist Church - lowa
Conference in 1991 and 1993. She went on to serve multiple parishes across the state over the next 11 years before
being widowed in 2000. Consequently, in 2001 Pastor Kim transferred into the South Carolina Conference of the
UMC to be closer to her parents (Aiken, SC) and her sister and family (Marietta, GA). For the next 21 years Pastor
Kim served a variety of parishes across the state until retiring in 2022 (after 32 years of ministry) to serve as
caregiver to her aging parents.

Pastor Kim is delighted for this opportunity to UNretire after 4 years and begin serving in ministry alongside the
welcoming congregation of St. Luke's UMC - Okatie!

In line with her eager desire to "pick right up where she left off" in her ministry and service, Pastor Kim's favorite
Scripture verse is: "Here Am |. Send Me!" (Isaiah 6:8). Not only was this the Scripture passage Pastor Kim used in the
very first sermon she ever preached to her home church as a young seminary student, but 36 years later it continues
to symbolize to her God's unending search for willing hearts to go wherever God leads, without needing to know all

the details or outcomes in advance!

Pastor Kim's favorite song is the familiar and beloved hymn "It Is Well with My Soul". Pastor Kim appreciates not
only the foundational message of this song which assures us of God's presence at all times - even in the midst of
life's struggles and suffering, but she also rejoices in the lyrics which proclaim God's promise to be with us
throughout eternity!

In her free time Pastor Kim enjoys walking, cycling, hiking, lawn care, bird watching, and listening to a variety of

styles of music.
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@1{5;24 JULY - SO MUCH TO CELEBRATE!!!
" Does anyone wonder whatever happened to the "lazy, hazy days of summer"? Has anyone

noticed that this time of year no longer seems to be an "easy, breezy season"? Well maybe we have abandoned
the traditional practice of "taking a seasonal pause from the chaotic business of the year to rest, recharge, and

enjoy life's simpler moments" primarily because there's just so much to celebrate!!!

So, what is on your list of celebrations this July? Perhaps you have plans for some fun and exciting travel, or a
class reunion, or a special anniversary gathering, or an annual family vacation, or a wild birthday party for a loved
one or friend? In addition to those personal celebrations, you may also have plans to celebrate the biggest
birthday party of THIS summer...our nation's 250™! Over the last few months, along with noticing all of the
advertisements of upcoming national and local celebrations for our country's 250 birthday, | have also been
reflecting upon the various reasons behind why George Washington, in his first inaugural address, labeled the
founding of our nation...the Great American Experiment! What a perfect label our founders assigned to this
evolving ideal...this ongoing test of progress designed to be adaptable...and one that would require generations
of citizens to continually form a more perfect union to eventually expand the rights contained therein to all.

Hmmm...quite interestingly, that description of the Great American Experiment reminds me of another great
experiment which each one of us knows and loves...that being the Church of Jesus Christ!

Just think about it...from the moment Jesus told His disciples that "those who believe in Him will do the same
works as He did - and even greater" (John 14:12); to Jesus' final instructions to His followers before His ascension
that they were to "go into all nations, baptize people in the Name of the Trinity, and teach them to obey His
commandments" (Matt. 28:19-20); to the first large group gathering which was mightily infused by the power of
the Holy Spirit (Acts 2:1-47), our Lord and Master entrusted His followers to develop and grow the greatest
experiment of ALL time...His Church!

Of course, just like the ups and downs, the successes and failures, the joys and tragedies our nation has
experienced over the past 250 years, Christ's church hasn't been without its own conflicts and challenges either!
In fact, the first administrative struggle the Church ever faced had to do with a linguistic and cultural division
when Greek speaking widows were not being treated as fairly as Hebrew speaking widows (Acts 6:1-7). The
rookie Christian church then faced its' first theological crisis when some Jewish Christians insisted that Gentile
converts must be circumcised in order to be saved (Acts 15:1-35). Even some personal crises arose in the
fledgling Church when Paul and Barnabas, supposedly seasoned ministry partners, had a sharp disagreement
over whether or not to take John Mark on their 2" missionary journey (Acts 15:36-40). So many struggles and
conflicts and growing pains - and we haven't even gotten out of the book of Acts yet!

And so, the question naturally arises...what might there actually be in all of this to celebrate? Well again, when
we look around today at our country of abundant blessings, 250 years after July 4, 1776, most of us would agree
that the Great American Experiment of "one government of the people, by the people, and for the people" is
working, despite the failures and foibles of yesterday, today, and tomorrow! Likewise, and even more
importantly, despite the raw struggles of the early Christian church, she too is still surviving and thriving - and for
many more years beyond a mere 250! That's because the Church of Jesus Christ has intentionally focused on
both the power of the Holy Spirit, coupled with a consistent perseverance on the part of all of Christ's followers
"toward perfection" thank you, John Wesley!) And that is indeed something to celebrate!

Thanks be to God!

As we begin this new journey of fellowship, prayer, service, and growth together, | pray that our great experiment
of pastor and people will be blessed with abundant celebration- celebration here at this beautiful place we call
St. Luke's UMC - and celebration in the Name and to the Glory of Jesus Christ!

In Christ's love —
Pastor Kim
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YOUR CHURCH®& ., ) COUNCIL

For the next six months, | will be the Chairman of the Church Council. My responsibilities include developing the
agenda and chairing the Church Council Meetings. | will also work with the Lay Leader(s) and Pastor to work as
spokespersons for the vision and mission of the Church. My responsibilities include encouraging all other
ministry leaders. Many people think that the Council Chair controls everything. That could not be more wrong. It
is the congregation who controls everything, through the ministry leaders.

Without doubt, the most influential, and important ministry leaders are the Lay Leaders. It is their responsibility to
represent the congregation on All Matters. The Lay Leaders are voting members of ALL ministry committees. Get
to know them. Voice your concerns or any recommendations to them. They will take that to all the appropriate
committees.

PPRC (Pastor Parish Relations Committee) is your liaison to the Pastor. They set the policies for the staff
personnel. They are responsible for setting wages and parsonage. PPRC is also responsible for Welcomes and
Farewells. So, if you have a concern with the pastor or other paid employee, you can take it to them or a Lay
Leader.

Trustees, and their chairman, are responsible for all Church properties. That includes all the buildings, grounds
and everything in and on them. Have concerns or recommendations, take it to them, or your Lay Leaders.

The Chairs of Finance, Business Administrations, Lay Members to annual conference, Membership Secretary and
Recording Secretaries are very necessary and important positions. They keep the business of the church rolling
along as it should. You probably won’t have many interactions with them. Just be thankful that they are there. Any
questions, take it to the Lay Leaders.

The other Church Council Committees are; Worship, Outreach, Missions, Hospitality, Nurturing,
Communications, Epworth, Historian, Children’s Ministry, Sunday School and Stewardship. They are the
committees that really make us a Church. We are a group of disciples because of them. Feel free to learn about
their work, make suggestions and offer your assistance to them. Join their committees. If you have any concerns,
take them to your Lay Leader. See how important your lay leaders are. Treat them nicely!

Will Ross,
Council Chair
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Attached is a letter from Jackie Jenkins, Chairperson of the Walterboro District Superintendence Committee, to the
Walterboro District Superintendents who have served for the past two years. You may share this with your
congregation. Rev. Terry Fleming (one of our three District Superintendents) is leaving the Cabinet and taking an
appointment in North Augusta (Grace UMC).

You may share this with your congregation.
Thanks, Margie Williams, Administrative Assistant Walterboro District Office UMC

The Walterboro District
Walterboro\

PO Box 829 | 119 Lucas Street Walterboro, SC \ District >
29488 (L '
(803) 549-5441| wadist@umcsc.org \;ﬁﬁ -

Margie Williams
Administrative Assistant

June 18, 2026
Dear Reverend Terry Fleming,

On behalf of the Walterboro District Superintendency Committee, I want to
thank you for your leadership and guidance from June, 2024 —June, 2026. As
part of the Walterboro District Superintendent Team, your contributions have
been invaluable.

As clergy and laity together, let us continue our mission to make disciples for
Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. May we diligently work to
grow, serve, and glorify our God.

As United Methodist, let us strive to love boldly, serve joyfully, and lead
courageously through the work we have been called to do.

Again, we thank you for your time and your leadership.

In His service,
/r/r/r'r 6 /'////'//J

Jackie G. Jenkins, Chairperson
Committee on Superintendency
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OTHER EVENTS FOR ST. LUKE’S FAMILY

MEETINGS IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL

Every Tuesday—Choir Practice, 7:00 PM
Tuesday, July 7—Trustees, 9:00 AM

Graveyard Tour—Thurs. July 16" at 10:00 AM

Come & learn about the History of St. Luke’s UMC.

=Bl - coorforulyis RED.

Please wear RED on the 4™ Saturday - July 26™.

Tuesday, July 14—Project 150/Visions, 11:00 AM

DOMINO

% NIGHT

° L]
¥
ST.LUKE'S UMC 'y
FELLOWSHIP HALL
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domrz maste-?
come jon us!

Dinner will be served

Join in Mexican Train game night on July 25" at 4:00 PM.

INTERESTED IN VOLUNTEERING? Amy Erickson has been scheduling our outside groups for several years. She
would like to know if anyone would be interested in keeping the calendar of events for the Fellowship Hall and
working with outside groups to schedule meetings. She would be happy to answer any questions regarding what is
involved. Please contact Amy if you are interested in volunteering for this activity.

Schedule of Outside Groups using our Fellowship Hall.

We are pleased that several community groups utilize our Fellowship Hall for their meetings. This is another way

St. Luke’s serves as a hospital for the heart! \

Sundays, 1:30-3:30 - Trinity Christian Church
Mondays, 5:30-7:00 p.m. —Just for Today AlLAnon

Mondays, 7:30-9:00 p.m. — Keep it Simple Men’s AA Group
Tuesdays, 6-7 p.m. - Clear-Cut Directions AA Group

Sat. July 18™, 1:00 — 3:00 p.m.— Pamela Carter - card making
Wednesdays, 7:00-8:00 p.m. — Drop the Rock AA Group
Fridays, 10:00-11:00 a.m. — Living Free Women’s AA Group
Every other Friday, 4:30-5:30 p.m. — Girl Scout Troop 4071
Fridays 6:30-7:30 p.m. — Depth & Weight AA Group
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Many of us are looking forward to family visits, travel, or just a slower pace of life
during the summer. We will not have a Missions Committee meeting in July. However,
our committee members will still be coordinating our outreach to the organizations

we support in our community.

Our next Missions Committee meeting will be on Wednesday, August 12, at 1:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please

put it on your calendar now and plan to join us. Everyone is welcome!

With gratitude and prayers for our shared mission,

Linda Fisher & Elizabeth Vance
St. Luke’s Missions & Outreach Co-Chairs

Bluffton Self Help News

Bluffton Self Help continues to expand their services to assist struggling families in Beaufort and Jasper Counties.
Last month, they debuted their Mobile Market that takes food to people who are homebound or unable to get to
the food pantry for other reasons. In June, they opened an Educational Resource Center in Hardeeville. The new
center will provide an array of services, such as GED preparation, English as a Second Language (ESL) classes,
digital literacy instruction, financial education workshops, and collaboration with community partners such as

Lowcountry Legal Volunteers, Volunteers in Medicine and more.

St. Luke’s First Sunday Food Drive for Bluffton Self Help will be on July 5. Lois Willig will be in the parking lot
between our worship services to collect our donations. If you have items to donate at other times, please place
them in the basket in the Fellowship Hall labeled “Bluffton Self Help.” Although all donations are greatly
appreciated, here is a list of the most needed items:

Non-Perishables
Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken Canned Fruit
Canned Chili, SpaghettiOs Hearty Soups
Canned Beef Stew Pasta & Pasta Sauce
Rice & Rice Sides Skillet Meal Kits
Taco Kits, Salsa, Refried Beans Cooking Qil
Pancake Mix & Maple Syrup Flour, Sugar
Unsweetened Applesauce Shelf-Stable Cheese
Shelf-Stable Almond Milk Ketchup, Mustard, Mayonnaise
Shelf-Stable Salad Dressing Jelly
Shampoo & Conditioner Body Wash
The items cannot be distributed if damaged, opened, expired, or bulk items.

Lois has shared that the workers at Bluffton Self Help are always amazed at the quantity of food that St. Luke’s
donates! Thank you for helping to make sure that no one in our community goes hungry.
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Family
Promise

of the Lowcountry

St. Luke’s will provide meals for Freedom House shelter residents on Thursday, July 9, and Friday, July 10. If you
can contribute food for either meal, please sign up on the bulletin board in the Sanctuary. Donations for both
meals will be collected in the Fellowship Hall on Thursday, July 9, from 9:00 to 9:30 a.m. Nonperishable items,
or items with an expiration date after July 10, may be placed in the refrigerator labeled “Family Promise” or in the
“Family Promise” basket in the Fellowship Hall. If you have questions, please contact Linda Fisher at

dlfisherd@hotmail.com.

F

\o¥

&" JOIN US FOR .
~* /@@?Fﬁmhz
Al Vobinteer Appreeidtion Pionic
© July 20, 2026 | 10AM-2PM - |

St. Andrew's Chapel -St. Gregory Parish
220 State Rd S-7-50 (Pinckney Colony Rd)
Bluffton, SC, 29909

Please RSVP to Linda Fisher at dlfisherd@hotmail.com by July 7 (Tuesday) if you can attend.

Agape Family Life Center Food Pantry, 5855 Okatie Hwy, Hardeeville

R
L)
KiX
AGAPE
I:nmilz.' Life Center, Inc.

As soon as school ended, Agape began their summer camp program for children in K-8 grade. The children

attending the program spend mornings reenforcing academic skills and afternoons are for recreation, arts and
crafts, and fun! St. Luke’s Missions funds have been used to purchase art and craft supplies, a ping pong table,
and a small basketball set for the younger children.

Volunteers are needed at Agape’s food pantry on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. to
help distribute fresh food to families and seniors. You do not need to sign up in advance. Questions may be
directed to Leslie Richards at lesliearichards717@gmail.com.

Agape is very appreciative of the volunteers who help at their food pantry on Wednesdays and Saturdays and for
our support and supplies for their summer camp!

Page 7




J.00
Special Offering for United Methodist Student Day e
Thank you for supporting this special offering last month that goes directly to United Methodist students who are

pursuing ministry or other professions that help their community. To date, $458 has been donated. If you would
still like to donate, make your check out to St. Luke’s United Methodist Church and designate “Student Day” on
the memo line.

If you are going through an illness or another crisis and could use some support, please

/> - o let us know. Marie Baldauf leads this ministry, which can help by providing meals and
L 2 - caring phone calls. Please contact Marie at baldaufmarie@gmail.com if you need

support or would like to help in this ministry.

Epworth update
The Mother’s Day Drive was a huge success enabling the organization
to continue their superior programs to South Carolina children in need
of care. Our small congregation contributed $1943.00!!

For the 14™ year all of Epworth Seniors graduated from High School.

Two of the graduates shared their journey at the ceremony. The faculty

feted the students with music, food and fellowship. What an
extraordinary time for these young folks.

The Annual Epworth picnic is an opportunity for those interested to visit Epworth. Enjoy a barbecue meal, tour the
facility, join in games and meet the children.

WHEN: October 17,2026 - 11:00 AM-2:00 PM

WHERE: Epworth Campus Columbia, SC

HOW: sign up if interested.
PLEASE fill out the information below and return to me. Based on interest our trip will be organized. Please note
our meal has to be ordered and paid for in advance or you can bring your own picnic. The barbecue/fried chicken
plate is $15.00 for adults/$10.00 for children.

NAME:

TELEPHONE #

EMAIL:

MEAL ORDER: # ADULTS , # CHILDREN
| CAN DRIVE: YES: NO: (Please check one)
| CAN TAKE # PASSENGERS.

I NEED A RIDE

Those who are interested will receive further communication and directions.

In addition, to the activities mentioned above there will be the famous PEANUT BUTTER ICE CREAM, Pastor Chris
raved about. | look forward to hearing from you.
Phyllis Sippel, Epworth Representative
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CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
THRIVING THROUGH CONNECTION

< LAY
\Sﬁ) LEADERSHIP

Gratitude Toward God
“Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good; His love endures forever.” — Psalm 107:1

Gratitude is one of the simplest yet most powerful ways we draw near to God. In every season—whether life feels

joyful, uncertain, busy, or difficult—thankfulness helps us remember that we are not walking alone. It turns our

attention from what we lack to the faithfulness, provision, mercy, and the love God continues to show us each day.

We can be grateful for the blessings that are easy to see: family and friends, answered prayers, food on the table, a

safe place to rest, moments of laughter, and the beauty of creation around us. But gratitude also grows deeper when
we learn to thank God in the quiet places—when He gives us strength for another day, peace in the middle of worry,

wisdom for tough decisions, and hope when the road ahead is unclear.

We often get so caught up in our blessings, in the good things we have, that we forget to thank the One who gave

them to us. It is not just saying thank you; it is acknowledging our God.

We need to make gratitude a habit. It should be a daily practice, a constant reminder that we know what God in his

infinite love has done for us.

This week, consider beginning or ending each day with a simple prayer of thanks. Perhaps you would like to start

Gratitude Journaling where you hame three blessings, no matter how small. You may want to thank God for

someone who has encouraged you. Look for His hand in an ordinary moment. As gratitude becomes a habit, it

changes the way you begin to notice the small, everyday joys.

Athankful heart does more than acknowledge blessings; it honors the One who gives them. May we be people

who pause often, remember God’s goodness, and live each day with praise on our lips and gratitude in our hearts.

Therés
'

HOR

(

Kathy Smith,
Lay Leader
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Children

Spotlight on our Youth: 244 Youth
Our students are keeping busy this summer! MlnlS‘tT‘/ Student Activities:
In June, | had the privilege of attending 101 Our athletes are already training for their fall
Dalmatians Kids and watching Aubry (Althea’s sports. We’ll share schedules and updates
granddaughter) perform. She did an outstanding once games begin.

job, and | can’t wait to see her on stage again!

Here are a few photos from her performance Aaron had an amazing trip to Costa Rica and learned so

much! He has videos to share for anyone who'’s interested.

Back to School Supplies

We’re collecting back-to-school supplies again for our
St. Luke’s youth and teachers.
Here are some suggested items.
We will need these by Sunday, August 2.

e Number 2 pencils

e Personal pencil sharpeners

e Pencil top erasers

e Glue sticks

e Scissors

e Sharpies

e Highlighters

e Personal-size tissues (students)

e Tissue boxes (teachers)

e Hand sanitizer (teachers and students)

‘I" \J

e Loose-leaf paper (wide and college ruled) Change for Change

e Crayons

e Thick and thin markers This past quarter, our students collected funds for

e Solid-colored pocket folders Agape to help purchase additional food items. They

e Marble composition books are now looking for a local nonprofit to supportin the
e T-inchand 2-inch 3ring binders third quarter. Don’t forget to drop your loose change

e Linedindex cards

. . ) in the container at the back of the sanctuary.
e Small prizes and music-related stickers

(elementary students) Michelle Cramer,
- - Youth and Children’s
Thank you for your continued generosity, encouragement, and support of our youth! Ministry
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Report of the South Carolina United Methodist Annual Conference
held in Greenville SC from June 8 - June 10, 2026.

Annual Conference 2026 kicked off Sunday, June 7, at the Greenville Convention Center. And by the time the event
ended June 10, the body had passed a $9.8 million budget for 2027, ordained or commissioned 16 clergy, approved
a resolution protecting and supporting voting rights, honored 26 retirees, remembered 60 clergy and spouses who
died over the past year, licensed 12 new local pastors, held the conference’s first-ever intergenerational worship
service and packed $125,000 meals together for the relief organization Rise Against Hunger.

| have attended the SC Annual Conferences for many years. Several in Florence and the last couple in Greenville.
I’ve always enjoyed attending especially when | had the chance to see our previous pastors. There aren’t too many
of those left now. | did see Rev. Russell Freeman who pastored at St. Lukes in 1997. He was also involved in starting
Church of the Palms back then. And, of course, | saw Rev. Scarlett Hester whom | worked with at the Bluffton UMC. |
also met our new Pastor, Rev. L. Kim Eanes at the conference. We spent time together talking about St. Luke’s and a
little of what she might expect when she arrives and also what | needed to update our website with her information.

The theme of the Conference was “See the Possibilities — Live the Promises” and almost every sermon we heard
focused on Seeing the Possibilities.

Allyn (Pat’s husband) was able to join me for a couple of days, and Pastor Chris invited us to attend the Gammon
Scholarship Luncheon hosted by the SC Gammon Alumni of which he is a member. Cynthia joined us. It was very

nice!

The best time was when we volunteered to pack meals for the hunger relief ministry Rise Against Hunger. Even
though it was at the end of the day, we worked for several hours. About 550 volunteers came together and packed
125,000 meals. Donations were received in the amount of $55,154 to assist with the Rise Against Hunger program.

Left: Pat & Pastor
Chris with “red”
hairnets!

Right: Allyn &
Cynthia also

wearing their

“red” hairnets!

Rev. Russell Freeman

Cont’d...
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The Advocate (SC UM newspaper) sent out a summary of the entire Conference to be shared with congregations.

Advocale.

SCRVING SOUTH CAROLINA UNITCD METHODISTS SINEE 1037

What happened at Annual Conference?

The South Carolina Conference of The United Methodist Church held its Annual Conference 2026 June

7-10 at the Greenville Convention Center. Here's what happened, courtesy of the Advocate:

Major actions and decisions

o Approved a $9.8 million budget for 2027

* Passedaresolution supportingvoting rights, democratic participation and equal representation,
especiallyfor historically marginalized communities

* Rejected (in a closevote) a resolution to increase supportand resourcing of local pastors;four
other resolutions were referred to committees

* Approved four changes to Standing Rules, including one keeping key metrics before the body
annually

e Approved a statement of relationship with Epworth Children's Home, celebrating its 130th
anniversary

* Tabled arequestfrom the United Methodist Center Board of Trustees to explore selling the
conference center; Bishop Fairleyannounced a task force to reporton desired answers

Clergy and leadership

* Ordained,commissioned or recognized 16 clergy (4 elders, 5 provisional elders, 3 provisional
deacons, 3 recognitions, 1transfer)

e Licensed 11 new local pastors

* Honored 26 retirees, with a symbolic Passing of the Mantle

* Remembered 58 clergy and spouses who died over the pastyearin a memorial service

* Said farewellto three districtsuperintendents (Terry Fleming, Steve Patterson, Cathy Mitchell) and
welcomedthree new ones (Megan Gray, Tiffany Knowlin-Boykin, James Friday)

e  Welcomed Dr. George Ashfordas director of innovation and strategy

* Announced a 2% cost-of-livingincrease for clergy

e Healthinsurance premiums willrise 13% next year

Worship and milestones

* BishopLeonard Fairley preached the opening sermon, “Seeingthe Possibilities,” and closed with
“What Do You See? Who Do You See?”

* Held the conference’s first-ever intergenerational worship service

e Celebratedthe 70th anniversary of women’s ordination in the UMC and honored the late Rev. Vivian
McFadden, SC’s first ordained woman (1974) who passed away in May

* Recognized Bishop Robin Dease, SC’s first African American female bishop

* Reported 823 baptismsin 2025

Mission and giving

* Packed 125,000 meals for Rise Against Hunger with hundreds of volunteers

* Collected $55,154 for Rise Against Hunger, $13,028 for theological education funds, and $7,655for the
seminary scholarship fund

*  Wrote encouraging card for college students and camp staff

Other notes

* Receiveda progressreporton restructuring from 12 districtsto 10, honoring the Florence and
Greenvilledistricts as they merge into others

* Again, included high-school-age youth delegates

e Offereda “playground” enabling children to engage in Annual Conference in age-appropriate ways

* Next year’s conference:June 6-10, 2027, at the Florence Center (also the site for 2028 and 2029)

Read the full article at https://go.advocatesc.org/ac2026
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MARK YOUR CALENDARS - NEW WOMEN'S BIBLE STUDY TO BEGIN

%_
R
Women’s Bible
e Study

Although we are only in the early days of July, you are encouraged to mark your calendars NOW for a new
Women's Bible Study coming soon!

Beginning Thursday, August 6, 2026, we will gather for fellowship and study as we focus on author Melissa
Spoelstra's text "The Names of God".

In this six-week study, we will explore many of the names of God found in the Bible: Elohim, El Elyon, Yahweh,
Abba, Jesus, Messiah, Holy Spirit and so many others! As we examine these various descriptors of God, we will
learn more about God's character, God's heart, God's instructions to us, as well as God's deep desire to share in a
loving relationship with all of His children! And hopefully, by the time we reach the final chapter of our study, each
one of us will be able to confidently testify to the goodness and the glory of the God who sees us...and knows US
by name!

Author Melissa Spoelstra is a women's conference speaker, Bible teacher, and author of seven Bible studies and
four books. Spoelstra holds a B.A. in Bible Theology.

Participants are not required to purchase the study book. However, if you would like to purchase your own
personal copy itis available through Cokesbury, Christianbook, and Amazon. Please bring your favorite Bible to
class with you each week.

Pastor Kim will lead the study. We hope to see you each week beginning Thursday, August 6™ at 5:30 p.m. for Meet
and Greet followed by our 60-minute study from 6 p.m.-7 p.m. If you have any questions or need further
information, please don't hesitate to contact Pastor Kim.

Men’s

Sible S tudy

The Men’s Bible Study will be taking a hiatus for the summer and will resume on
Monday, September 14" at 8:00 a.m. in St. Luke’s Fellowship Hall. Please contact
Alan Bethel or Rev. Dr. Lee van Rensburg for additional information.
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HISTORY HAPPENINGS

The American Revolution

The history of South Carolina’s role in the American Revolution is fascinating. | did not fully understand the state’s
vital role during this time until | began researching it.

South Carolina was one of Great Britain’s wealthiest colonies, supported by profitable rice and indigo plantations.
Charleston served as both a cultural and commercial center. However, in South Carolina’s backcountry, yeomen
farmers and pelt traders struggled with basic issues of law and order.

After the French and Indian War, the British Parliament imposed revenue-raising measures that increased
resentment in South Carolina. While the Lowcountry elite organized protests and sent representatives north to meet
with other colonies, many people in the backcountry remained loyal to Great Britain, creating a strong Loyalist
population.

There are two sites on Hilton Head that provide a glimpse into the Lowcountry’s role in the birth of our country. The
Zion Chapel of Ease on William Hilton Parkway holds several graves of American Revolutionary soldiers. Isaac,
James Davant, Captain Jack Stoney and Charles Davant have markers in the cemetery. All four men were members
of the “Bloody Legion” led by John Leacroft. When Charles Davant was killed by a militia from Daufuskie Island, the
Bloody Legion avenged Davant’s death by traveling over the narrow sound between the two islands and killing Phillip
Martinangel in his house. The Heritage Library maintains the Zion cemetery and offers tours by costumed guides on
Tuesdays during the fall and spring. Check the Heritage Library website for more information.

Another wonderful place to visit locally is the Stoney-Baynard ruins in Sea Pines on Hilton Head. Jack Stoney was a
privateer as well as a member of the Bloody Legion. He built the house overlooking the Calibogue Sound. Itis
maintained by the Sea Pines community.

In Beaufort, you can take a carriage ride or a golf tour to see some of the historical highlights of the city. Go to the
Museum in the Arsenal on Craven Street. It is a good place to find American Revolutionary War information. Down by
the waterfront there are several historical markers. St. Helena’s Church on Church Street is a must-see.

There are so many places in the area to tour like Old Sheldon Church, Thomas Heyward’s tomb, Daufuskie Island,
Charleston and Savannah. Have fun celebrating our country’s 250" birthday. History is not always positive, but it is
important to learn from it and about it.

Kathy Smith,
Historian
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“Include all of the F’s on Your Independence Day”
By Jean Tanner

With only 18 days given to the task of writing and polishing the document, Thomas Jefferson, with Benjamin Franklin
and John Adams adding their suggestions, the draft of the Declaration of Independence was presented to the
Continental Congress for passage after previously on June 7 Richard Henry Lee of Virginia made the statement:
“That these United Colonies are, and of a right ought to be, free and independent states.”

The Continental Congress, after making some changes, made the final draft that was formerly adopted on July 4,
1776, so now 243 years later, the United States of America celebrates its birthday on July 4™ just as it has every year
since the Declaration of Independence was signed. As John Adams said, “l am apt to believe that it will be
celebrated by succeeding generations as the great anniversary festival. It ought to be commemorated as the day of
deliverance, by solemn acts of devotion to God Almighty. It ought to be solemnized with pomp and parade, with
shows, games, sports, guns, bells, bonfires, and illuminations, from one end of the continent to the other, from this
time forward for ever more.”

It was first observed in Philadelphia on July 8, 1776, and in 1941 congress declared July 4 a legal public holiday.
Americans love holidays and have no problem with exhibiting the antics associated with the sixth letter of the
alphabet, the letter “F”, standing for the ‘Fourth’ of July, ‘Freedom’, ‘Flying Flags’, ‘Fireworks’, “Family’, ‘Food’ and
‘Fun!’

Cousin, Reverend Ralph Fleming, of Stoney Creek Drive, in his day and very patriotic, always had the American flags
flying from the corners of each post at the roads entrance way. They reminded everyone driving by on Scenic
Highway 46, seeing them flying high unfurling in the breeze, how much reverence and patriotism the United States
of America flag holds for us. The Flemings also held annually at their home, fronting the headwaters of Stoney
Creek under moss laden limbs of shady oaks, a celebration for extending family members on the Fourth of July for a
day of fun and games, a coming together with everyone bringing a favorite dish of food, and there was always an
ample supply to satisfy the hungriest of appetites. One year | took a dish that was not only festive but appealing to
the eye, and delicious too. Here’s my recipe for my “Patriotic Dip.”

16 0z. can Bush’s Cocina Latina Beans
8 0z. containers of Sabra Guacamole spread
16 oz jar Salsa

8 oz bag fine shredded cheddar cheese

- A AW =

1lb.80z French Onion Dip or Sour Cream

24 Black olives cut in half length wise for “stars” square

19/20 grape tomatoes cut in half length wise for 4’ stripes

This makes a red, white and blue seven-layer dip that’s pleasing to the eye, easy to carry to a picnic and most
importantly, delicious to eat with tortilla chips. In 11x14 glass dish layer the beans, Sabra Guacamole spread,
salsa, shredded cheddar cheese and onion dip/sour cream. In the upper left corner outline with a table knife a
rectangle box for the flag’s star field filling in with sliced black olives, then create the flag’s stripes with cut grape
tomatoes across the white ‘dip/sour cream’ topping. Serve with tortilla chips.

Cont’d...
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Flag Facts

According to “Federal flag laws & regulations,” the flag should be displayed from
sunrise to sunset, except during inclement weather. It may be displayed 24 hours a
day as long as it’s “properly illuminated” while it’s dark out.

The colors of the flag have important meaning. ‘Red’ symbolizes hardiness and
valor, ‘white’ symbolizes purity and innocence; and ‘blue’ represents vigilance,
perseverance and justice.

When Congress adopted the “Stars & Stripes” as the American flag June 14, 1777,
the official version of the flag displayed 13 stripes and 13 stars for the original
colonies.

Our current U.S. flag, with 50 stars and 13 stripes, was designed in 1958 by 17 year-
old high school student, Robert G. Heft in Lancaster, Ohio, and chosen by United
States President Dwight D. Eisenhower out of 1,500 entries.

Enjoy and have a safe 4" of July celebration!

Jean Tanner wrote for the Island Packet for many years.

With her permission and help, we will reprint some of these columns for your enjoyment.

T

WG
W

BJ

‘.

In case you don’t know who, Jean is...This is Jean Tanner...when she comes to church, she usually sits on one of the
last rows. She has lived in Bluffton all her life, so she is a true native to the Lowcountry. She had 3 sons and
unfortunately one of her sons passed when he was a teenager. His name was Tuck and he bought her this BIG hat In
Nassau on his Senior Cruise. Her other sons are Harry, Jr. and PJ Tanner. Jean & Pat Simmons are1® cousins!
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A BACK AT JUNE 2026

June 16, we hosted a free master class of the HH

CHAMBER MUSIC INSTITUTE. Those who attended
said the music was amazing and the young teens were
very gifted. A Huge thank you to Nancy & John

Sariscak and Michele Elek for planning and preparing
a homemade meal for the Institute’s summer
students and staff.

These super talented teens appreciated not only the

home cooked meal, but also the themed table
decorations.

Hopefully, we can have them come back next year so

more of you can be treated to such a thrilling mixture

of quartets.

Normally, Tuesday is the day our choir
practices in the sanctuary which they
could not do onJune 16, so Marsha

invited them to practice at her home.

Thursday, June 18 was
our monthly graveyard -
sanctuary tour.

Deloris Layne, a former St. Luke’s member
surprised us by attending. She lives in GA
with her husband Kenny. Deloris even
brought with her a photo book showing
former members! What a surprise!!

These tours happen each month on the 3" Thursday at 10:00 a.m. No reservation necessary & No charge. If you

haven’t attended one yet, please take time to come. There’s a lot of interesting history on the graveyard & sanctuary!
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June 20, we had a “Hats Off” Farewell party for Pastor Chris & Cynthia.

UNITED METHODIST CHUR

ERECTED 1824

Serrces$ 303 WIOAN. Bwery Suxay

——

Some were

fancy and

some were
FUN!!
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It was a great party!
Food, Fun &
Fellowship!!




Sunday, June 215 was our last day with Pastor Chris. On June 24™, he moved from Bluffton to
serve another church in Boiling Springs, SC — The United Methodist Church of the Covenant.

The puzzle above was created by the congregation and presented to the Thompsons. During Advent. each
Sunday every worshiper took a piece of the puzzle, put their initials on the back and these pieces were left in
the Fellowship Hall. All were invited to work on the puzzle. Actually, it was probably Pastor Chris who did most
of the puzzle. In the end, several pieces were missing. The Centering Moment, by Judi Landin on June 21 was
about “missing pieces.”

Phyllis Sippel described her world trip using pieces of her outfit
and what country they came from. Earrings from Australia, blouse
from Sri Lanka, skirt from Malaysia, belt from Curacao, the hat
hair ornament came from Bluffton. Phyllis said the reason she had
all yellow was for her grandson’s wedding day, which was
happening shortly after she returned home, but she didn’t wear
this outfit, she purchased a pretty one!

The Great Blue Heron photos are
courtesy of Alan Bethel.
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Worship on June 28"

Pastor Kim
greeting the
congregation.

PPRC Chair, Chris
Hauck conducting
the Order of
Celebration of an
Appointment.

W

N -
|~ il _
Rev. Dr. Lee van Rensburg

presenting the Bible to Kim
who proclaims the Word.

A 11l - L

Jim Smith presenting pitcher of

water for baptism of new
Christians.

hymnal & Book of Worship to
guide us in prayer & praise.

1 -
Ib : |f¢ i

Will Ross presenting the Book of
Discipline to help us keep our
covenant as United Methodists.

} Al
Nancy Sariscak presenting
bread & cup to keep us in

communion with Christ & His

Church.

Chris Hauck presenting the stole
signifying her ordination and
shepherding us as our pastor.

Charlene King presenting a
globe asking to lead us in our
mission to this community &

the world.
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And...the color was “BLUE”

Lord, I'm he

re!
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Prays

eT

: Requests

MEMBERS & CONGREGANTS

Barbara Silcox Michael Brown

Harold Prosser

Andy & Sharon Makarick

Fran lacovo Marsha Gerber

Don King

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF CONGREGANTS

Jack Dobson, son of Tina Topoleski’s neighbor

Steve Nelson, friend of Marie Baldauf

Carol Hubbard, relative of John Hubbard

Fred and Lisa, brother and sister-in-law of Elizabeth
Vance

Grandson of Louise Propst

Karen, friend of Tina Blount

Ann and her husband, neighbors of the Cservek’s

David and Lynn Clearwater, friends of Beverly and
Thomas Cook

Darrel Lawrence, nephew of Jerry Vagnier

Beth, friend of Nettie Peck

Pete Berntson, former Pastor of Church of the Palms

Doris, daughter of Dawn Hall

Beth Marshall, acquaintance of Dawn Hall

Lynn Cushing, Ed Oglesby and Dotty Apgar, friends of

Pat Schwartz and Will Ross

Mikey, friend of Nancy Sariscak’s nephew

Brody, nephew of Nancy Sariscak

David Kennedy, friend of Tina Blount

Eileen, friend of Fran lacovo

Jim Hobson, brother of Judi Landin

Lucille O’Neal, friend of Tina Blount

Judi Gindorf, neighbor of Tina Blount

Jimmy McDonald, friend of Norm Stark

Roberta, friend of Jennifer Bernhard

Wendell Packard, friend of the Sariscak’s and
Hamilton’s

Mary Adams, cousin of Charlene King

Martha, neighbor of Cynthia Thompson

David Cook, son of Beverly and Tom Cook

Dexter Nease, son-in-law of J.W. Harper

Travel mercies for Michelle Cramer and her family

Irv Mullen, pastor of the Smith’s former church

(///
C\\\ 7/ &N
&WU /

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to Lynn
Cutshall on the death of her husband, Joe.

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to the
family and friends of Steve Rose, friend of
Candace Payne, on Steve’s recent passing.

Our deepest sympathy and prayers to
Connie, friend of Kim Eanes, on the recent
passing of Connie’s mother.

Let us remember with cards, and prayers...
CHURCH MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES,
ASSISTED LIVING OR HOMEBOUND

Ruth Dolan,

Summer Breeze, 351 Wilmington
Island Rd. Memory Care, Room 107A
Savannah GA 31410

Elnora Ekholm, 173 May River Rd. Bluffton SC 29910

Jerry Wick, 740 Middletrail Court Mt. Airy MD 21771

() it.’
wer

’Uéaa
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JULY BIRTHDAYS AUGUST BIRTHDAYS JULY ANNIVERSARIES AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
02 Debbie Burr 01 Donna Stephen 06 SheryllIngram & Bill 04 Tatyana Topoleski &
06 Diana Hamilton 02 JimJackson Halstead Darrel Fitzgerald
06 Margie Steffes 02 CarolJackson 12 Barbara & Ron Marangio 10 Sandi & Kevin
07 Pastor Kim Eanes 04 Archie Vance 17 Sharon & Tom Symonds Coupland
11 Alan Jordan 06 Harry Skinker 20 Doris & Bob Heck 10 Netti & Bill Peck
12 Elizabeth Vance 08 Gwen Cassidy 21 Joyce & Bill Haskins 11 Joyce & Bill Blosser
12 Reece Woods 08 Joyce Blosser 24 Joann & Bob Sandruck 15 Shirley & Norm Stark
19 Will Ross 10 Jeananne Cranston 27 Denise & Randy Pryor 17 Diane & JP Moery
24 Suzanne Szloboda 17 Hudson Pryor 27 Elizabeth & Archie Vance 17 Constance & George
26 Lois Finch 19 Francine lacovo 29 Ann & Allen Webster Ulrich
26 Eric Woods 21 Letty Husson 29 Carol & Jim Jackson 27 Karen & Phil Mitchell
28 Dell Harper 22 Mim Mazon 28 Phyllis Griggs & Wayne

Teague
31 Mim & Chick Mazon

22 Tom Symonds

23 Leslie Richards
24 Pat Schwartz

25 Joe Cservek

29 Sharon Symonds
30 Leevan Rensburg

GOD SHED HIS GRACE ()\ THEE

*ﬁ

8:30 and 10:15 AM

Sth Sundays at 9:15 AM
(x)NiE “5bue/7ﬂ6‘*
WORSHIP ﬁ Donate through Vanco, go to our web page: https://stlukesumc-okatie.org/,
h SI ‘ Click on the “Donate” button at the top of the page. This will link you to our
with u

Vanco donation tiles. Choose where your donation will be applied.
OR WATCH “ON-LINE” AT

ST. LUKE’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL ﬁ
https://www.youtube.com/@st.lukes Please “like” our Facebook page:
unitedmethodistchu8920/videos https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100082060615677&mibextid=LQQJ4d

LET ME TAKE YOUR PHOTO! If you are attending St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, we would like
to have you in our Photo Directory. We include visitors as well as members! Please see Pat Simmons

to arrange a time to have your photo taken. It only takes a minute of your time!

IFYOU WOULD LIKETO BECOME A MEMBER OF
ST. LUKE’S - you may pick up an “Invitation to
Membership” form (located behind the last pew)
also on the bulletin board and in the Fellowship

If you cannot come to church, we
Thank You for “mailing” your
donations to:

Hall. Or email patsimmonsperdue@gmail.com St. Luke’s UMC
fora copy. Fillit out, bring it back and Pastor Chris PO Box 2779
will get in touch with you. Bluffton SC 29910
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