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St. Luke’s UMC, 

I read this post from Divine Souls on Facebook awhile back, which stated:  

“Do you know what the hardest part of getting older is?” 

“What?” 

“It’s becoming invisible. When you’re young, you’re still somebody: attractive, fun, charismatic, strong…at the very 
least, noticeable. But then all that fades. And suddenly you’re just ‘that old man in a worn-out jacket’ or ‘that 
grandma in a beret and an old sweater.’ It feels like you don’t even exist anymore. Like you’ve turned transparent.” 

“But you know what? I noticed you the second you walked into the room…” 

That line comes from a well-known British TV series. Sadly, it rings true. 

Too often, the only thing people see in an older person is their age. No one says, “she used to be a language 
teacher,” or “he was an engineer.” Instead, it’s: “she’s over 80,” or “he must be pushing ninety.” Over the years, the 
number of people who actually know your story—who you were, what you loved, what you were good at—shrinks. 
Friends pass away. Some can’t leave the house anymore. They move so slowly that the only trip outside might be to 
grab a loaf of bread from the corner store. 

Meanwhile, kids are wrapped up in their own pace, their own struggles. Sometimes they call. Even more rarely, they 
stop by. In the building, there are new neighbors—young parents with strollers, dads juggling grocery bags. Nobody 
even knows the name of the elderly lady on the second floor. The corner store has new clerks. No familiar faces left. 
At best, people know your apartment number and your approximate age. What’s behind those doors? Nobody 
cares. And that’s how emptiness sets in. 

We wonder why Mom calls ten times a day with “trivial” things. Why Dad repeats the same question again and 
again. The truth is, they’re just afraid of being forgotten. They want to be noticed. To be heard. Even if it’s only over 
the phone. Because aging isn’t just about adding years—it’s about invisibility. It’s about loneliness. It’s about the 
deep need to still matter to someone. 

Don’t wait until it’s too late. Call. Stop by. Ask how their day went. For you, it’s a minute. For them, it’s the whole 
world. Sometimes, a simple “I remember you” is enough to make someone feel alive again — seen, valued, not 
forgotten. 

Continued on next page… 
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Because we are a “Seasoned Church” and considering what is happening in the world, our nation, our state, and 
our communities I wanted to take the opportunity to remind some of our members that they are not invisible nor 
forgotten and that they still have a voice here. So, I would like to share and help you to get to know two of our most 
seasoned members, J. W. Harper and John Hubbard. 

 

J.W. Harper, Jr. 

JW was born 9/2/1927 in Walterboro. His family moved to Hardeeville when he was 2 years old. He 
started school in 1933 and graduated in 1944. At that time, there were only 11 grades. (He thought 
that John Hubbard’s year was the last one with only 11 grades.) 

During the summer, while JW was in high school, he worked some for-Dean’s grocery store. He also worked for his 
uncle driving the ice truck delivering ice. After he finished high school, he worked for Argent Lumber Co for a year and 
a half. Then he was called into the Army. He went to Fort Jackson and Fort Bragg. He took basic training at Fort Knox. 
While there, the fighting stopped in World War II. The Army put him on a train to California. They didn’t tell them 
where they were going. The Japanese war was still going on and JW thought that’s where he was going. The war ended 
and they were dropped off in South Korea. He was there until 1947. He was talked into joining the “active reserve.” 
So, in 1950, he was called back to the Korean war. When they landed in Korea in 1950, it was snowing.  

When he came home after the Korean war, he married his first wife, Dorothy Rachel from Georgia. They had two 
children, a girl and a boy. His son died at age 68 a couple of years ago. His wife died in 1988.  

In 1953 he went to work for the Atlantic Coastline Railroad. He worked for them 9 years. After that he had a job in the 
post office and worked as a clerk for 11 years, then a rural carrier for 22 years, making 33 years with the post office.  

After his first wife died, he married Dell Bryan in 1990 and then he started working for several car dealerships by 
driving. He would drive cars from one dealer to another in a different location. He drove for Island Ford, Hilton Head 
Automotive, and Porsche for 15 years. 

JW also drove a school bus the last two years he was in high school. He was 3 grades ahead of John Hubbard and 
that’s how they met…by JW driving the school bus that picked up John and his two brothers. 

JW joined St. Luke’s UMC in 1990 when they had only a few members (15 or 20).  

JW had 4 sisters and 1 brother. His sisters used to say he would outlive all of them and he always laughed. His last 
sister died about 2 years ago. He has outlived them and just had his 98th birthday. His father and his son both died at 
the age of 68. His mother lived until she was 96. His mother’s name was Ellabelle. Her maiden name was Roach. She 
married John W. Harper. 

 His grandmother and grandfather lived to be 105 and 106…he doesn’t know which was which. They are buried in St. 
Luke’s graveyard. His grandmother was a Cooler.  

 
Continued on next page… 
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John was born at home on October 9, 1930. His dad owned the Country Store, a Dance Hall, etc., which he sold to 
the Cooler family. His dad owned the Country Store, a Dance Hall, etc., which he sold to the Cooler family. His father 
then took over the Maureen Plantation, just outside of Hardeeville. John grew up there. He was just beginning high 
school when they moved, so he transferred from Ridgeland High School to Hardeeville High School. He graduated 
and started going to Armstrong College in Savannah with his good friend, Richard (Bubba) Crosby.  

After that, he went to the SC Military Academy. He graduated with a 2nd Lieutenant degree. This was in the early 
1950’s. He joined the Army Guard reserves, and after a couple of years, he decided to switch over to the Air Force 
National Guard. He was in the reserves for 24 years and retired as a Lieutenant Colonel. During this time, he went 
back & forth between active duty and work.  

When everything settled down, he took a job out of Oklahoma City and worked as a salesperson. The company was 
Star Building Systems and they provided high-quality custom-engineered metal and steel building solutions for 
builders. John had SC, part of GA and part of NC as his territory. As he worked his way up…he became the 2nd top 
man and he had territory all the way from Maine to New Mexico. 

John married Louise Hare, whose dad was a superintendent at the Argent Lumber Co. They were married for 47 ½ 
years. They had 2 children, a son and daughter. Louise died in his arms in 2000 after beating cancer three different 
times. The year before that, John’s son was murdered in Savannah and John thinks that brought on Louise’s cancer 
for a 3rd time which led to her death. John’s daughter, Joan lives in Purrysburg SC (an unincorporated community in 
Jasper County.) After 2000, John stayed by himself at Lake Murray for another year until he moved back here. His first 
date was with Verna Graves Crosby. They became a couple until she died in June 2024. He moved from Pepper Hall 
Plantation (Verna’s place) back to Sun City and now lives by himself. He first came to St. Luke’s UMC when he was 3 
or 4 years old. He joined again in 2003. 

John had a private pilot’s license, and his friend, Tommy Heyward who at the time owned the Hilton Head airport 
talked John into buying a Cessna from Florida. If John bought it, he would give him lessons. This was back in the early 
60’s. Tommy taught John how to fly and then his company found out he had a plane and they said they would cancel 
his insurance if he flew the plane. They said he couldn’t work for them if he was flying around, so he sold it to Tommy 
and when Tommy sold the airport, he sold the plane to a marine. The marine sold it to some big company in 
Kentucky, but the plane is still at the Ridgeland airport. John said it looks brand new today. 

John has known J.W. Harper since high school. J.W. had already graduated and he drove the school bus which John 
took in 1947. There were only 11 grades at that time. John & J.W. are 3 years apart in age. J.W. ’s sister was in the 
same class as John.   

I cannot take credit for the information that has been presented on these two men. The honor goes to Pat Simmons, who 
interviewed both men for me so that I would be able to shed light on two of our oldest living members, who attend services 
regularly. 

Ms. Pat Simmons, thank you so very much for all that you do for St. Luke’s and me. 

Humbly submitted for a time such as this, 
Rev. Christopher L. Thompson, D. Min 

 

 

 

 

John S. Hubbard, Jr. was born in Old House, a community about 5 miles east of Ridgeland. (The 
community is named after the Old House Plantation, which was settled in 1740 by Daniel 
Heyward, a signer of the Declaration of Independence.)  

John Hubbard 
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Hello Church Family.   I want to start off by thanking all of you who have so graciously volunteered to be 
Greeters/Ushers and Gospel Readers, Candle lighters, Communion Stewards and Counters. These are all 
important rolls in making the Worship Service a wonderful experience.   

The next couple of Months are special times in the life of the church. Sunday November 9th we 
will be observing All Saints Day. We will be honoring those members who have 
passed away this year by tolling a bell and lighting a candle in their Memory. Those 
being Honored will be Rob Clark, Joan Nations, Jane Wick, James (Rick) Hoel, 
Richard LaFever, Richard Vineyard, Linda Jackson. 

Sunday November 23rd we will have One Service at 9:15. We’ll be welcoming New Members. 

On Tuesday November 25th St. Luke’s will be hosting a Thanksgiving Service with 
Church of the Palms and Bluffton UMC at 6:00 pm in our Sanctuary. We are asking 
that you bring non-perishable food items. Please join us in the fellowship hall for 
refreshments after the service. If you do not plan to come to this service you can still 
bring food donations beforehand. We’ll have a basket in the fellowship hall.   

On Friday November 28th at 10:00 we will decorate the church in preparation for the Advent Season. All 
are welcome to help. Please let me know if you are interested. Each Sunday in Advent we will light a 
candle on the Advent wreath and read a passage. I’ll be looking for volunteers for both services.  

Sunday November 30th we will have One Service at 9:15. This is the first Sunday of Advent. 
There will be a short reading and we will light the first candle on the wreath. After the 
service you are invited to get together at Ma Daisy’s Porch in Old Town Bluffton for a 
brunch. More details to follow.   

Just a few dates for December so that you can put it on your calendar. December 21st Marsha Gerber and 
the Choir will be performing a Cantata. We will have One Service that day at 9:15. On December 24th we 
will have our traditional Candlelight Service at 6:00 PM. No Service on Christmas Day. Regular Church 
Services on Sunday December 28th at 8:30 and 10:15. There will be more details in December regarding 
these services.  

If anyone has comments, questions or suggestions please feel free to call or email me. 

Thank you! 

Nancy Sariscak 
Worship Committee Chair 
412-770-8092 
nlsack72@gmail.com 
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In my earliest grade school years, I wasn’t the best of students. I never received a grade of “D”, but I got a lot of “B’s 
and “C’s”. My father used to say “Will, a “C” is a grade for average people, and you’re a lot better than average. Our 
grades were passed upon the percentage system, where 93 to 100 was an “A” and 80 to 92 was a “B” and so on. 
Both of my sisters, Margaret, one year older and Rita, one year younger almost always received all “A’s”. And I was 
compared to them often. “Why can’t you be more like your sisters, study harder and get better grades. I compared 
myself to the majority of boys in my class and thought I was doing just fine. Mom and Dad didn’t think so. Eventually 
I began to try harder. 

I remember the first time I made the Honor Roll. To be on the Honor Roll you had to have a “B” average or better. 
When you did so, they published your name in the Church Bulletin. The first time I made the Honor Roll, I think I was 
in the fourth grade. When I opened the Church Bulletin there was my name, “Wilma Ross”. What a letdown, and it 
got a lot of laughs. The guys called me Wilma for the rest of the year. 

I had one teacher, years later, who graded on the curve. That’s the bell curve, where all the grades are recorded and 
those in the middle received a “C”, or the average score received an average grade. Those closer to the top score 
received a “B” and the very few with the highest score, were awarded an “A”. You could receive an “A” with a score 
of 75% if the majority of students scored lower and much lower. I thought that was great, because I was receiving all 
“A’s”. My dad brought me back down to earth when he reminded me that I got 25% wrong. “Just because you did 
better than a bunch of lazy idiots, doesn’t make you smart.” 

God doesn’t grade on the curve. We are not compared to others on Judgement Day. A sin is a sin. There are no big 
sins and little sins. A sin is a sin and God hates sins. If you sin less than others, that doesn’t get you into Heaven.  

God gave us all the rules. He taught us what He expects of each and every one of us. It’s all in the Bible. Jesus taught 
us. God, through the Holy Spirit, inspired the Apostles to record the expectation that God has for us. Our teachers 
told us, on the first day, what is expected of us. The difference between God and our schoolteachers is God gives us 
all a second chance, every day. If you fail a test in school, you just fail. Not so with God. 

God will forgive all of our past offenses, if we repent of our sins, and take Jesus as our Lord and Savior. We need to 
accept His Love and live the life He expects of us. God wants all of us to get straight “A’s.” It’s never too late to open 
the Good Book and study. 

Will (Wilma) Ross, former Lay Leader 

 

STRAIGHT “A’s”… 
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MEETINGS IN THE FELLOWSHIP HALL 

Sunday, 11/2 – Charge Conference, 11:15 AM 

Every Monday—Men’s Bible Study, 8:00 AM 

Tuesday, 11/4—Trustees, 9:00 AM 

Wednesday, 11/12—Missions, 1:00 PM 

Wednesday, 11/12—Project 150, 5:30 PM 

Every Thursday—Women’s Bible Study, Meet & 
Greet, 5:30; Study 6:00-7:00 PM  

OTHER EVENTS FOR ST. LUKE’S FAMILY 
Saturday, 11/22 – Mexican Train game night, 4:30 PM 

 
Sunday, 11/23 - Remember to wear Yellow, the “Color of 
the Month” and bring a friend/neighbor 
 
Tuesday, 11/25 – Thanksgiving Worship service, 6:00 PM 

 
Saturday, 11/29 – Holiday Craft & Bake Sale, 9 AM – 2 PM 
 
Sunday, 11/30 – Join us at Ma Daisy’s Porch for Brunch 
(See the flyer on the next page.) 
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We’re trying something new for our 
5th Sunday get together! Look for the 
sign-up sheet in the Fellowship Hall. 

 

Please support our “Holiday Flea Market, Craft & 
Bake Sale on November 29th from 9:00 AM – 2:00 PM. 

We will be needing baked goods to sell. Please bring 
items early and price the items you bring. 

Come and purchase items from our vendors. 

This is a good way to get the Christmas gifts you may 
need before December! 
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The next Project 150 Meeting will be on Wednesday, November 12th at 5:30 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Our main 
focus at this meeting will be discussion leading to the creation of a new marketing/welcoming piece that will target 
new residents to our area. The piece will be distributed (with permission) to sales centers in new home 
developments and new apartment complexes. All are invited, but especially those who have pictures of our 
current members enjoying our events and anyone that has pictures of new member induction services. 

 

The AED Defibrillator Machine has been purchased and is on site in the Fellowship Hall. Anyone 
interested in training as to its usage in the event of an emergency should contact Joe Cservek at 
cservektmjm@verizon.net. Those with healthcare backgrounds are particularly encouraged to 
participate. A training session will be announced soon.  

 

Thank you for your generous support of the children at Epworth with your Work Day 
contributions. 100% of your work day offering provides comprehensive care for 
the children. 

Epworth’s mission is to serve children, youth and families through caring, safe Christian communities, where hurts 
are healed; hopes are nourished; and faith in God, self and others is developed. We continue to demonstrate that 
although a small congregation we are indeed mighty. Please keep Epworth in your prayers.  
I will be touching base again in the Spring of ’26 as we prepare to support the Mother’s Day giving. 

With appreciation to all! 
Phyllis Sippel, Epworth Representative 

 

The Chancel Choir will present the cantata “CAROLS” BY 
Heather Sorenson on Sunday, December 21st at 9:15 AM. 

Please come, bring family and friends. 
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Student Activities: 

• Dash and Hudson – Baseball tournaments. The 
last one will be November 8-9 in Sandford Florida 

• Hudson – Baseball tournaments 

• Kennedy – Currently playing on the Lowcountry 
Rush travel soccer team and will be conditioning 
for her first year in May River High School soccer as 
a freshman! 

• Matthew – Soccer (All games at Chaplin Park on 
Hilton Head; Gray Team) 

o November 1 at 1:00 p.m. 

o November 8 at 10:40 a.m. 

o November 15 – Championship Game (TBD) 

• Aaron – Low Country Holiday Spectacular: Back in 
Time for the Holidays 

o Performance Dates: December 6 
(Matinee 2 PM & Evening 6:30 PM) and 
December 7 (Matinee only 2 PM) 

o Location: HHHS Seahawk Cultural Center 

o Tickets: $25, available starting November 1 
at buy.tututix.com/blufftonschoolofdance 

We would love to organize a church group to attend one of 
Aaron’s performances—let’s show our support! 

Spotlight on our Youth: 

Our students are staying active this fall 
with a variety of exciting activities! 
Please continue to support our youth 
through prayer and by attending their 
events whenever possible. 

 

Thank you for your continued generosity and encouragement of our youth. 

Warm regards, 
Michelle Cramer 

Youth and Children’s Ministry 

 

Change for Change: Last quarter, our 

“Change for Change” collection supported 
Walk for Water, raising a total of $187.41! 
This quarter, we’ll be collecting change and 
items to benefit the Palmetto Animal 
League. 
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This month we focused on gratitude. We want to express how grateful we are to be in a 
mission-focused church! It is truly heartwarming to see how St. Luke’s generously 
shares what you have with those who are less fortunate. Your donations and willingness 
to volunteer your time not only provides much needed support but also inspires hope 
and compassion in our community.  

We also want to say how grateful we are to our Missions Committee members. We often refer to our committee as a 
team. We have committee members who enthusiastically take the lead on our missions’ outreach projects and go 
out to serve in the community. We have Missions Committee members who focus on caring for our own members 
through the congregational care ministry and the blanket ministry. We are grateful for our pastor who supports and 
participates in our missions’ programs. As a team, we support each other as needed. Here are the members and 
the areas where they have taken the lead: 

Congregational Care – Marie Baldauf 
 Agape Family Life Center & Food Pantry – Leslie Richards & Mary Cale 
 Blanket Ministry – Kathy Smith 
 Bluffton Self Help – Lois Willig 
 Family Promise – Mary Cale, Linda Fisher, Elizabeth Vance 
 Pritchardville Elementary Student Support – Lois Willig 
 Samaritan’s Purse Shoebox Ministry – Jane Tiffany & Leslie Richards 

 

Come join our team! Our next Missions Committee meeting will be Wednesday, November 12, at 1:00 PM in the 
Fellowship Hall. We welcome everyone who would like to learn more about St. Luke’s missions’ outreach. 
 

With gratitude, 
Elizabeth Vance & Linda Fisher 

St. Luke’s Missions & Outreach Co-Chairs 

Bluffton Self Help First Sunday Food Drive, Nov. 2nd   

 With our help, Bluffton Self Help hopes to provide the items needed for Thanksgiving dinner and more to our 
neighbors in need. Lois Willig will be in the parking lot to accept your donations before each worship service on 
November 2nd. Here is the list of items needed for the Thanksgiving meal, as well as the most-needed pantry items: 
 

MISSIONS MATTERS 

Thanksgiving Dinner Needs 
Canned Peas & Corn Canned Pumpkin 
Cranberry Sauce Shelf Stable Dressing 
Instant Mashed Potatoes Canned Sweet Potatoes 
Cream Soups Broths & Gravies 
Stuffing Mix Bread, Cookie & Brownie Mixes 
Cake Mix & Frosting Pudding Mix 
Pie Crust & Pie Filling Large Disposable Roasting Pans 

Cont’d… 
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We are grateful to everyone who helps us with the food needed to provide two meals each month for the children 
and their parents at the Family Promise shelter in Hardeeville. Since we are writing this before our planned cookout 
at the shelter on October 31st, we do not have the details yet. We will post pictures of Pastor Chris, our grill expert, 
and the festivities as soon as they are available. 
 

This month we will provide meals on Tuesday, November 25th, and Thursday, November 27th (Thanksgiving). The 
signup sheet to help with these meals will be posted on the sanctuary bulletin board on Sunday, November 9th. 
Since many of us will be traveling or hosting family for Thanksgiving, we are asking for donations of gift cards for the 
Thanksgiving meal that we will purchase from the grocery store and deliver to the shelter. Also, due to the holiday, 
we are asking for all food and donations for both meals be brought to the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, 
November 25th, between 9:00 and 9:30 AM. Please contact Linda Fisher, dlfisher4@hotmail.com with any 
questions. 

   cont’d 

 

Delivering our food donations to Bluffton Self Help… 

All the volunteers could say with the overflowing van full of 
your October donations was, “St. Luke’s, You’re the BEST.” 

 

Staples Needed 
Canned Tuna & Chicken Chilli, Beef Stew, Hearty Soups 
Canned Tomatoe Pasta & Pasta Sauce 
Taco Kits, Salsa, Black Beans Skillet Meal Kits (Hamburger Helper) 
White Rice Cooking Oil, Flour, Sugar 
Mayonnaise & Ketchup Velveeta & Parmesan Cheese 

 

Unfortunately, they cannot accept opened, expired, or damaged items. 
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PRITCHARDVILLE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL  

 

Dear St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, Oct. 7, 2025 

On behalf of Pritchardville Elementary School and our entire school community, I want to extend a heartfelt 
thank you for your generous support! 

Your donations have had a meaningful impact on our students and families—especially during events like ML 
Family Night, where your kindness helps us create a welcoming experience for our multilingual families. From 
gift cards to activity books and more, your contributions help meet essential needs and bring joy to our families. 

We are deeply grateful for your continued partnership. Thank you for walking alongside us as we support the 
children and families of our community.  

With gratitude,  
Ashley Owlett 
School Social Worker 
Pritchardville Elementary School 

Working with St. Luke’s is truly amazing!  

  

   

 

 

  

 
 

It has become a tradition at St. Luke’s to help fulfill some of the needs and Christmas wishes for local children 
in need from Pritchardville Elementary. The children who are most in need are identified by a group of teachers, 
guidance counselor and the school’s nurse. Lois Willig works with the Social Worker, who is in contact with the 
parents, to create a list of each child’s wishes for a toy or two, along with sizes for needed clothing. The past 
generosity of our congregation has been phenomenal! Lois collects the gifts at her home as they arrive. It then 
takes a caravan to transport them to the school!    
 

Beginning on Sunday, November 23, Lois will be in the Fellowship Hall with information for each child and 
how to wrap your gifts. If you have any questions, please contact Lois at willigwp@hotmail.com.   

Pritchardville Adopt-A-Student for Christmas Begins on November 26th  
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Samaritan’s Purse Operation Christmas Child 
 

“It’s All About Jesus” is the theme for this year’s Operation Christmas Child shoebox ministry. The goal is to provide 
simple gifts such as small toys, hygiene items, and school supplies to children who are affected by war, poverty, 
natural disasters, and famine. Samaritan’s Purse adds literature with the Good News of Jesus Christ in the child’s 
native language to each box before they are shipped. 
 

We have set a goal to send 100 filled shoeboxes this year. That’s 100 children who will hear about Jesus, often for 
the first time! Please see either Leslie Richards or Jane Tiffany to get an empty shoebox or stop by the Fellowship 
Hall and pick up one. Each box has detailed instructions inside about how to pack a shoebox. We are asked to 
include school supplies, along with the toys and hygiene items, in each box. A donation of $10 per box, payable to 
Samaritan’s Purse, is requested to cover shipping costs. Please drop off your filled shoebox(es) in the Fellowship 
Hall by Sunday, November 16th. 
 

 

AGAPE FAMILY LIFE CENTER FOOD PANTRY 
5855 S. Okatie Hwy, Hardeeville 

Volunteers are needed every Wednesday and Saturday from 10:00 – 12:00 to help distribute fresh food to families 
and seniors in need. You do not need to sign up in advance. Just show up, sign in, and they will give you an 
assignment. You will not be asked to do any heaving lifting. This is a wonderful way to meet the clients they are 
serving. If you can, please wear your church nametag. You may meet volunteers from St. Luke’s. Last Saturday, six 
people from St. Luke’s were serving at the food pantry. Please email Leslie Richards, 
lesliearichards717@gmail.com for more information. 

 cont’d… 

 

You may also build a shoebox online. If you do, please let either Jane or Leslie know so 
that we can count your box to help meet our goal. Visit samaritanspurse.org/buildonline 
to get started. Please contact Leslie Richards, lesliearichards717@gmail.com or Jane 
Tiffany, jane.khair@gmail.com if you have questions about Operation Christmas Child. 

An example of how to pack your shoebox is shown on the right. You may take items out 
of their original packaging to have more space for your gifts. 

 

Please pray for people in Jamaica, Cuba, Haiti and the Dominican Republic as 
Hurricane Melissa passed by leaving much destruction to the islands. As the 
needs of those impacted by Hurricane Melissa become clear, UMCOR (United 
Methodist Committee on Relief) is prepared to support the response efforts of 
our Methodist partners in Jamaica and the Caribbean. If you would like to 
donate, please make your check payable to St. Luke’s UMC with UMCOR 
Advance #982450 on the memo line. Thanks. 
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HISTORY HAPPENINGS 

October 20, 2025, was an exciting day at St. Luke’s. Sixty people came to tour 
and learn about our church and graveyard. I submitted a proposal to USCB’s 
OLLI (0sher Lifelong Learning Institute) last summer for a field trip to St. Luke’s 
and it was accepted. There was even a waiting list for the class! 

 

Linda Fisher and Elizabeth Vance led the graveyard tour pointing 
out certain graves and the story of the people interred. I gave the 
church tour. Afterwards everyone met in the Fellowship Hall for 
a small reception. On display were various photos, documents 
and artifacts. Special guests at the reception were John Hubbard 
and J.W. Harper who came to add their stories and perspective. 

This was quite an event! It could not have taken place without the work of several 
women who brought food. I am not sure who helped supply food. As is too often 
the case the food appears but we don’t know who brought it.  

Lois Willig and Mary Cale were primarily responsible for the entire Fellowship Hall reception—the setup, cleanup, 
the decorating, etc. Thank you to Leslie Richards who stayed all day helping. Pat Simmons and Lois Willig were the 
photographers for the day. Pastor Chris was there all day supporting us and meeting the participants at the 
reception. 

The group was quite interested in the displayed materials and many mentioned that they had not expected such 
“an elaborate and special event.” We will probably be asked to do this again since the response was so positive 
and the waiting list quite long. Also, participants completed an evaluation form, and we will receive a written 
summary. 

I cannot express how grateful I am for the opportunity to show case our church in this way. It was truly an honor. I 
will let the pictures tell the story better than I can. 

Blessings, Pam Hoel, Church Historian 

 

 

 

 

 
 

  

 

Our thanks again to Will Ross 
for his efforts in acquiring a 
new sign. The extra letters 
made the OLLI class feel 
especially welcome! 
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A                          BACK AT OCTOBER 2025 

More from the OLLI 
church & graveyard 

tour…Oct 20th. 

Pam showed “church 
dolls” made from 

handkerchiefs so that 
when they were dropped, 

there was no noise! 

And then…there was 
MEXICAN TRAIN! On 
Oct. 18th. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

During our coffee fellowship on 

Oct. 5th, we celebrated John 

Hubbard’s 95th birthday which was 

Oct. 2nd. 

 

Linda Fisher 
explained the 
very unusual 
monuments 
that some 
graves have as 
headstones. 
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Pastor Chris was honored to serve as Guest Speaker at Sand Hill UMC for their 

142nd church anniversary Family and Friends Night. 

 grateful for everyone who came to worship with us — it was a beautiful time in 
the name of Jesus! 

 
 

On Oct. 26th, we celebrated our first ‘color’ Sunday with most of us wearing 
“orange.” 

 

 

 
 

 

 

  

Will was trying to get John to wear the Orange safety 
vest like Lee did. John associates orange with 
Clemson so he won’t have anything to do with orange. 
He proudly tells everyone that he doesn’t even have 
OJ in his fridge!!!! 
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Even Agnes’ daughter, 
Christine picked her 
up wearing orange!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

In nature, orange shines in the ripened 
fruit and autumn harvest — and 
spiritually, it reminds us of a season of 
maturity, gratitude, and thanksgiving.  

What a blessed and vibrant day of love, 
unity, and joy at St. Luke’s!  
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October is Pastor Appreciation month. On 
Sunday, Oct. 26th we gave Pastor Chris and 
Cynthia a special card which everyone signed! 
They also received the gifts you see here along 
with donations from the congregation. 

 

Cynthia’s post on Facebook: 

“To our amazing family at St. 
Luke’s UMC. Thank you for loving 
us so well! We love you in return 
and appreciate you more than 
words can say! 

Much love, Pastor Chris & Cynthia 

The fourth Sunday is the day we 
visit with the residents of 
Canterfield of Bluffton assisted 
living.  
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MEMBERS & CONGREGANTS 
 Ruth Dolan Beverly Cook Judi & Gary Landin Bill Trainer Charlene King Karen Jordan 
 Mim Mazon Andy & Sharon Makarick Pam Hoel John Hubbard Lois Finch Norm Stark  

Lynn Cutshall – new address: 4134 Brightway Street, Weirton WV 26062 
 
 

Bill Trainer Scott Wheeler 

 

  

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF CONGREGANTS  
Hannah Nystrom, friend of Marie Baldauf 
David Sharp, son of Beverly Cook 
Norman Neus  
Ellen, wife of Richard Rohde 
Bobby Cleland, nephew of Ouida Dell 
Beverly Byrd, friend of Cynthia Thompson 
Daughter of Don McKay 
Sheila Palamina, friend of Althea Serrant 
Lynn Hickle, friend of Phyllis Sippel 
Persephone, sister of Penelope Power 
Linda, best friend of Judi Landin's daughter, Nikki 
Carolyn, friend of Sheryll Ingram 
Martha, friend of Margo Cservek 
Dawn, friend of Nancy Sariscak 
Tony Hubbard, nephew of John Hubbard 
Elaine, friend of Michele Elek 
Patrick, son of friend of Amy Dauplaise 
Children of Christy, daughter of Barb Silcox 
Sharon Mogel, friend of Marie Baldauf 
Christians being killed in Africa 
Young people who have MS 
The Island of Jamaica and family of Althea 

Serrant and Agnes Scarlett 

 
Our deepest prayers and sympathy to 

the family and friends of Carl Wheeler, 

brother of Joann Sandruck, on Carl’s 

recent passing. 

Condolences also to the family and 

friends of Shelley Jeanne Valentine 

who passed on Oct. 23rd. Shelley was in 

our church family. 

Let us remember with cards, and prayers…  
  

CHURCH MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES, ASSISTED 
LIVING OR HOMEBOUND 

  

Ruth Dolan,  
Summer Breeze 
351 Wilmington Island Rd.  
Memory Care, Room 107 
Savannah GA 31410 
  

Elnora Ekholm, 173 May River Rd.  
Bluffton SC 29910 
  

June Hamilton, 4 Concession Oak Dr. 
Bluffton SC 29909 
  

Jerry Wick, 740 Middletrail Court  
Mt. Airy MD 21771 
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OR WATCH “ON-LINE” AT  
ST. LUKE’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

https://www.youtube.com/@st.lukes
unitedmethodistchu8920/videos 

videos 

Please “like” our Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?i
d=100082060615677&mibextid=LQQJ4d  

Donate through Vanco, go to our web page: 
 https://stlukesumc-okatie.org/, Click on the “Donate” 
button at the top of the page. This will link you  to our Vanco 
donation tiles. Choose where your donation will be applied. 

If you cannot come to church, we 
Thank You for “mailing” your 
donations to: 

  

St. Luke’s UMC  
PO Box 2779 
Bluffton SC 29910 
 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF 
ST. LUKE’S – you may pick up an “Invitation to 
Membership” form (located behind the last pew) 
also on the bulletin board and in the Fellowship 
Hall. Or email patsimmonsperdue@gmail.com 
for a copy. Fill it out, bring it back and Pastor Chris 
will get in touch with you.  

LET ME TAKE YOUR PHOTO! If you are attending St. Luke’s United Methodist Church, 
we would like to have you in our Photo Directory. We include visitors as well as 
members! Please see Pat Simmons to arrange a time to have your photo taken. It only 
takes a minute of your time! 

NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

07 Judi & Gary Landin 

04 Bud Silcox 
05 Jane Tiffany 
10 George Ulrich 
13 Margo Cservek 
16 Phil Mitchell 
17 Penelope Power 
18 Ouida Dell 
19 June Hamilton (100) 
20 Cynthia Thompson 
21 Darrell Cady 

05 Kirk Gay 
06 Don King 
08 Judi Landin 
09 Carl Rogers 
10 Bill Metcalf 
12 Kathy Smith  
18 Marnie Beebe 
22 Cathy Hamlin 
25 Carol Rossa 

09 Janet & Dave Jacoby 
23 Jeananne & Gary Cranston 


