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St. Luke's United Methodist Church 

Where Friends and Faith Meet 
Rev. Dr. Christopher L. Thompson 

 

Marsha Gerber, Music Director 

First Sunday after Christmas  December 28, 2025 

Greeters & Ushers:  Janet & Dave Baumeister 
 
PRELUDE: “In Excelsis Deo” - arr. Ellis 

  Piano/Organ Duet, Joann Standruck, Organ 

THREE BELLS 
Chiming of the Trinity (See our prayer list) 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE 
  “Family of God” 

CENTERING MOMENT 

*CALL TO WORSHIP: 
  “Joy to the World” No. 246 
  Verses 1 & 4 

OPENING PRAYER 

PSALTER READING: Psalm 98 No. 818 

*GOSPEL READING:   Charlene King John 1:1-14 
 
*OPENING HYMN:   
  “All Creatures of Our God and King”  No. 62 
  Verses 1 & 5 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 881 

 

 

 

 

*GLORIA PATRI  “Glory Be to the Father” No. 70 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER No. 895 

THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES AND OFFERINGS/ 
OFFERTORY: “Jesus, What a Wonder You Are” - Bolton 

*DOXOLOGY No. 95 

*GRADUAL HYMN: 
  “There’s a Song in the Air” No. 249 
  Verses 1& 4  

INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS FOR 2026 

NEW MEMBER RECOGNITION AND WELCOME 

  “Because He Lives” No. 364 

All are welcome to come to the altar to lift prayers and 
Praises during the last hymn. 

*BENEDICTION 

*”God Be with You Till we Meet Again” (Holding hands is optional) 
 (Hymnal inside back cover) 

*POSTLUDE: “Fum, Fum, Fum” - Catalan Carol 

*Please stand as able. 

SCRIPTURE: Matthew 2:12-23

MESSAGE: "The New Moses - Refuge & Empathy
  Rev. Thompson 



 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER - To receive credit on your year-end 

giving statement, all donations must be received or postmarked by 

December 31, 2025.     

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CANTERFIELD OF BLUFFTON – TODAY everyone is invited to 

come and participate in a brief message and communion for 

residents at 1:00 p.m. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Will resume at 8:00 a.m. Monday morning, 

JANUARY 5 in Fellowship Hall. Contact Alan Bethel or Rev. Dr. Lee 

van Rensburg for additional information. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - Will resume at 5:30 p.m. on Thursday, 

JANUARY 8 for a study on the book of Revelation.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CHOIR PRACTICE - Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

TOURS OF THE CEMETERY will begin in January. If you would 

like to help, please let Kathy Smith know.  

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

BIRTHDAYS    ANNIVERSARIES 

David Lynde, January 1  None 

 

 

 

 

MISSIONS  

AGAPE FAMILY LIFE CENTER, 5855 Okatie Hwy., Hardeeville. 

Volunteers are needed to help distribute fresh food to local families in 

need on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10:00-12:00. Please contact 

Leslie Richards for more information. 

* * * * * 

BLUFFTON SELF HELP - Donations are collected the first Sunday of 

the month, or can be left in the Bluffton Self Help basket in Fellowship 

Hall. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please send information for UPCOMING MEETINGS, BULLETIN 

ANNOUNCEMENTS and the PRAYER REQUEST LIST to Amy 

Erickson and Linda Metcalf. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

VOLUNTEERS are needed for GREETERS/USHERS and 

GOSPEL READERS for both the 8:30 and 10:15 services. A sign-

up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the Sanctuary. If you 

have any questions, please contact Nancy Sariscak or Amy 

Erickson. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FELLOWSHIP HALL RESERVATIONS – Please contact Amy 

Erickson if you would like to reserve Fellowship Hall for an event or a 

meeting. The Fellowship Hall calendar is posted on the bulletin board 

in Fellowship Hall. 
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