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St. Luke's United Methodist Church 
Where Friends and Faith Meet 

Rev. Dr. Christopher L. Thompson 

 
 
 
Marsha Gerber, Music Director 
 

Fourth Sunday of Advent December 21, 2025 
 

Greeters & Ushers: Tina Blount, Barb Silcox 
 

PRELUDE  
 

THREE BELLS, Chiming of the Trinity 
 

WELCOME/ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE  
 

OPENING PRAYER 
 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH No. 881 
 

*GLORIA PATRI No. 70 
 

PASTORAL PRAYER/LORD’S PRAYER 
 

THE GIVING OF OUR TITHES & OFFERINGS/OFFERTORY  
 

*DOXOLOGY 
 

 
Cantata Musicians & Narrators  

Music Director –  Marsha Gerber 

Choral Conductor –  Tatyana Topoleski 

Diana Hamilton 

 

 

CAROLS  
 

A CANTATA for Congregation and Choir 
 By Heather Sorenson 

 

Litany 1 Leader, Pastor Chris Thompson 
Carol  “Joy to the World!” No. 246 
 Vs. 1, 2, 3, 4 
 

Litany 2 Reader 1, Reader 2, Leader 
Carol “Away in a Manger” No. 217 

 Vs. 1, 2, 3 
 

Litany 3 Leader 
Carol “O Come, All Ye Faithful” No. 234 
 Vs. 1, 3 

 

Litany 4 Leader 
Carol “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen” 

 Choir only 
 

Litany 5 Reader 1, Reader 2, Leader 
Carol “O Little Town of Bethlehem” No. 230 

 Vs. 1 - Tenor Solo, Will Ross 
 Vs. 2, 4 – Congregation & Choir 
 

Luke 2:8-18 Reader 1, Reader 2 
Carol “The First Noel” No. 245 

 Vs. 1, 2 
 

Carol “Silent Night” No. 239 
 Vs. 1, 2, 3 
 

Litany 7 Leader 
Carol  “Joy to the World” (Reprise) No. 246 

 Vs. 4 
 
BENEDICTION  
 

*“God Be With You Till We Meet Again” (Holding hands is optional) 
(Hymnal inside back cover) 

 

*POSTLUDE  
 

Please join us in Fellowship Hall for a reception following the service. 

LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLES: Will Ross & Jim Smith  

The Chancel Choir –  Armen Hagopian, Charlene King, 

Judi Landin, Allyn Perdue, Will Ross, 

Joann Sandruck, Pat Schwartz,  

Narrators - Pastor Chris Thompson, Nancy Sariscak,  



 
 
 

 

MEN’S BIBLE STUDY – Will resume Monday morning on 
January 5th at 8:00 a.m. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY - Will resume on January 8th for a 
study on the book of Revelation. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

CHOIR PRACTICE - Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

Please send information for UPCOMING MEETINGS, 
BULLETIN ANNOUNCEMENTS and the PRAYER 
REQUEST LIST to Amy Erickson 
amyhousererickson@gmail.com and Linda Metcalf 
lmetcalf2010@hotmail.com. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

VOLUNTEERS are needed for GREETERS/USHERS and 
GOSPEL READERS for both the 8:30 and 10:15 services. A 
sign-up sheet is located on the bulletin board in the 
Sanctuary. If you have any questions, please contact Nancy 
Sariscak at nlsack72@gmail.com or Amy Erickson at 
amyhousererickson@gmail.com. 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 

FELLOWSHIP HALL RESERVATIONS – Please contact Amy 
Erickson (amyhousererickson@gmail.com) if you would like to 
reserve Fellowship Hall for an event or a meeting. The 
Fellowship Hall calendar is posted on the bulletin board in 
Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 

 

 

 
WELCOME 

 

Our hope is that you will experience God our Father's love in our 
worship service today. Guests, we are happy you are with us and 
hope we have extended to you a warm welcome. Please don't 
hesitate to ask any member about our church and the activities we 
offer. The informative information, located in the bins in the back of 
the church, provides some of St. Luke’s history. 

Please let us know you were with us today by signing the BLUE 
REGISTRATION PAD located at the end of each pew.  

Church Office: 843-705-3022 
Mailing Address: PO Box 2779 
 Bluffton, SC 29910 
Location: 3080 Okatie Hwy., Bluffton 29909 
Website: www.stlukesumc-okatie.org 

Church’s email address: stlukesumc.hwy170@gmail.com 
 
Pastor's Mailing Address:  Rev. Dr. Christopher L. Thompson 
 465 Live Oak Walk 
 Bluffton, SC 29910 
Cell phone: 864-704-0728 
Email address: clthompson@umcsc.org 
 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
 
PASTOR’S OFFICE HOURS: Monday - Thursday, 10 a.m. - 2:00 
p.m. Please text or call his cell phone (864-704-0728) for an 
appointment to be sure he doesn’t have a prior commitment. 

MEETINGS: Coffee Hour Ministry, 12:30 PM - December 27 

mailto:amyhousererickson@gmail.com
mailto:lmetcalf2010@hotmail.com
mailto:nlsack72@gmail.com
mailto:amyhousererickson@gmail.com
mailto:amyhousererickson@gmail.com
http://www.stlukesumc-okatie.org/
mailto:information@stlukesumc-okatie.org
mailto:clthompson@umcsc.org


 

 

 

 

IMPORTANT REMINDER - To receive credit on your year-end 
giving statement, all donations must be received or 
postmarked by December 31, 2025.     

 

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
TOURS OF THE CEMETERY will begin in January. If you 
would like to help, please let Kathy Smith know. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 24 – we will Celebrate Christmas 
with our traditional Candlelight Service at 6:00 p.m. Come join 
us to hear scripture, sing Christmas Carols and end with the 
lighting of the candles and singing Silent Night. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
COFFEE HOUR MINISTRY – We will hold a meeting on 
Saturday, DECEMBER 27th at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. 
Anyone interested in being part of this ministry is warmly 
invited to join us! 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
BIRTHDAYS ANNIVERSARIES 
Cathy Hamlin, 12/22 Jeananne & Gary Cranston, 12/23 
Jennifer Bernhard, 12/25 
Carol Rossa, 12/25 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MEMBERSHIP: We will be receiving NEW MEMBERS on 
Sunday, DECEMBER. 28th. If you would like to join St. Luke's 
UMC, please fill out an "Invitation to Membership" form and 
place it in the collection plate. Pastor Chris will get in touch with 
you. The forms are on the Sanctuary bulletin board and in the 
Fellowship Hall.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
On Sunday, Dec. 28th, we will have ONE service at 9:15 am. In 
this service, there will be an INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS for 
the year 2026. If you have agreed to serve St. Luke’s as a 
member of the Church Council, we ask that you attend this 
service. 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
CANTERFIELD CHRISTMAS LIST - Please consider 
purchasing some of the items listed below. As you know, 
some of us from St. Luke’s go visit residents of Canterfield 
Assisted Living facility on the 4th Sunday of each month. We 
sing hymns with them and offer communion. On December 
28th, we will go for our monthly visit and would like to give 
each of them a gift bag filled with these items. 

There is a basket in the Fellowship Hall where you may place 
your purchases. Thank you very much for supporting this very 
special outreach! 
Travel Size: Lotion, Toothpaste, Mouth Wash 
Toothbrush, Cross Word Puzzle Book, Adult Coloring Book 
Colored Pencils, Socks with Grips, Candy Cane 
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++ 
MISSIONS 
 

AGAPE FAMILY LIFE CENTER, 5855 Okatie Hwy., 
Hardeeville. Volunteers are needed to help distribute fresh food 
to local families in need on Wednesdays and Saturdays, 10:00-
12:00. Please contact Leslie Richards at 
lesliearichards717@gmail.com for more information. 

* * * * * 
BLUFFTON SELF HELP - Donations are collected the first 
Sunday of the month, or can be left in the Bluffton Self Help 
basket in Fellowship Hall. 
 
 
 

mailto:lesliearichards717@gmail.com


Litany 1 
 

Leader: Joy to the world! Our Lord has come! He is here! He has 
accomplished the Gospel. He is a living testament that God 
keeps His promises. 

 

 Lord, like the Holy Family on that first Christmas night, many 
of us enter into the Christmas season with mixed emotions. 
And like that first Christmas night, we celebrate in the midst 
of a complicated, ever changing world. Because You are 
good, even through Your birth You remind us that You are an 
unchangeable, faithful God. Because of this, 

 

ALL: We come today in gratitude 
 

Leader: knowing that as far as the curse is found, your Light shines. As 
far as the curse is found, Your blessings search us out and 
cover us. 

 

ALL: We come today in humility 
 

Leader: stripped of pride, accepting You as our eternal Gift, given by 
God the Father. 

c 

ALL: We come rejoicing 
 

Leader: as Your adopted children! Your earthly adoption brought You 
into a world of heartache, poverty, and death. Our heavenly 
adoption brings us kingdom riches and life. 

c 

ALL: We come in faith 
 

Leader: knowing that in our own advent seasons of life, You are the 
Promise Keeper. You are the God who comes and stays and 
delivers. Because of this, 

c 

ALL: You are our Hope! 
 

Leader: Our Hope for things to come, 
c 

ALL: Our Hope for unresolved situations today. 
 

Leader: You are our HOPE when we pray in Your name. 
c 

ALL: In the name of Jesus. Amen. 
 
 CAROL: “Joy to the World” - Vs. 1, 2, 3, 4 No. 246 

Litany 2 
Reader 1: And it came to pass in those days that a decree went out from 

Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered. This 
census first took place while Quirinius was governing Syria. So 
all went to be registered, everyone to his own city. 

 

Reader 2: Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of the city of Nazareth, 
into Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, 
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be 
registered with Mary, his betrothed wife, who was with child. 

 

Reader 1: So it was, that while they were there, the days were completed 
for her to be delivered. And she brought forth her firstborn Son, 
and wrapped Him in swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a 
manger, because there was no room for them in the inn.  
(Luke 2:1-7) 

 

Leader: Lord, it is beyond our comprehension that our Royal Prince, our 
Holy Messiah would have no place to lay His head. While we 
shake our heads in disapproval, we must also ask ourselves 
where we have not made room for You. So today, Lord. 

 

ALL: We invite You into our homes 
 

Leader: The place where we are the most vulnerable and real. We invite 
You to see us as we are, with no pretense or show; to see the 
best and the worst of us. 

 

ALL: We create room for You in our workplaces 
 

Leader: Where tensions often run high, and people can be difficult. 
 

ALL: We invite You into our conflicts 
 

Leader: Drawing on Your divine compassion, understanding, and 
wisdom to resolve situations that wound us.  

 

ALL: We create room for You in our finances 
 

Leader: So that You can guide us to people in need, precious souls 
beloved by You. And for those who struggle during the Christmas 
season, 

 

ALL: We invite You into our struggle 
 

Leader: Embracing You as our Prince of Peace, our Wonderful 
Counselor. May every heart prepare room for You in this season 
and throughout the year. 

ALL: Amen. 
 

CAROL:  “Away in a Manger” – Vs. 1, 2, 3 No. 217 



Litany 3 
Leader: To be invited to the very first Call to Worship, 
 To be summoned to the stable where the curse was reversed, 
 To have “A Request for the Honor of Your Presence” from the King 

of the Nations, 
 How can we refuse?! 
 

All: And so we come 
Leader: In answer to Your bidding. 
 

All: We come 
 

Leader: With uplifted hearts and outstretched arms. 
 

All: We come 
 

Leader: Joining our voices with the angels. 
 

All: We come 
 

Leader: With joyful songs and happy greetings. 
 “All the earth bows down to You; they sing praise to You; they sing 

praise to Your name. 
 

All: Come and see the works of God; how awesome are His deeds 
toward mankind!” (Psalm 66:4-5) 

 

CAROL: “O Come, All Ye Faithful” – Vs. 1, 3 No. 234 
Litany 4 

Leader: O come, all ye faithful…joyful…triumphant! ...Words we’ve just 
sung as an invitation to meet the Savior. 
 

And yet, who can live up to that standard? These words which 
describe us on our best days – faithful, joyful, triumphant – also 
seem to disqualify us, as we all occasionally miss the mark. 
 

What about the unfaithful? The broken? The defeated? Can we 
also come to Bethlehem and meet the Savior? Because if we’re 
honest with ourselves, we have all been unfaithful. We have all 
strayed and turned to our own way. 
 

The Good News of Christmas is that Christ was born specifically 
for the unfaithful. He came to gather the broken, the disillusioned, 
the weary and the utterly defeated to Himself for healing. He 
breaks the power of fear and sin, and He frees us, giving us His 
peace. 
 

All: Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me, for I am 
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 
(Matt. 11:28-29) 
 

 

Leader: These are the tidings of comfort! These are the tidings of joy!  

 

CAROL: “God Rest Ye Merry Gentlemen - The Chancel Choir only 

the clans of Judah, from you shall come forth for me, one who is 
to be ruler in Israel, whose coming forth is from the old, from 
ancient days… 

 

Reader 2: And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the 
Lord, in the majesty of the name of the Lord his God. And they 
shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great to the ends of the 
earth. And he shall be their peace. (Micah 5:2, 4-5a) 

 

Leader: Because our culture pushes us to look for the extraordinary in 
exaggerated situations, we are prone to miss miracles that 
happen in unlikely places. We might be tempted to manufacture 
glamour in efforts to see God’s hand at work. 

 

 Lord, remind us that throughout history, You have chosen the 
underdog, the unassuming to show Your greatest power. 

 

ALL: Remind us that You can be found in the most unlikely of 
places.  

 

Leader: Remind us that Your miracles and blessings cannot be 
summoned by wealth, power, or presentation. 

 

ALL: In times when we lack confidence in our calling. 
 

Leader: Remind us that you chose Mary, an unwed teen, to raise the 
Savior of the world. 

 

ALL: In times when our current situation seems to disqualify us 
from Your blessings. 

 

Leader: Remind us of Bethlehem, a tiny city with heavenly fame. 
 

ALL: In times when we feel “less-than,” 
 

Leader: Remind us that You are the Great I AM. When we act justly, love 
mercy, and walk humbly with You, we are in partnership with the 
Almighty. That You would use us to accomplish the divine is an 
honor almost more than we can comprehend, but we are 
grateful! 

 

ALL: Let us be Your hands and feet, bringing miracles of hope and 
deliverance to people in darkness. AMEN. 

 
CAROL: “O Little Town of Bethlehem” No. 230 

 Vs. 1 – Tenor Solo, Will Ross 
 Vs. 2, 4 – Congregation & Choir

                                                      Litany 5 
Reader 1: But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah, who are too little to be among 



 
 

LUKE 2:8-18 
 

Reader 1: Now there were in the same country shepherds living out in 
the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. And 
behold, an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the 
glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were greatly 
afraid. 

 

Reader 2: Then the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid, for behold, I 
bring you good tidings of great joy which will be to all people. 
For there is born to you this day in the city of David a Savior, 
who is Christ the Lord. And this will be the sign to you: You 
will find a Babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying in a 
manger.” 

 

 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the 
heavenly host praising God and saying: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward men!” 

 

Reader 1: So it was, when the angels had gone away from them into 
heaven, that the shepherds said to one another, “Let us now 
go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has come to pass, 
which the Lord has made known to us.” And they came with 
haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the Babe lying in a 
manger. 

 

Reader 2: Now when they had seen Him, they made widely known the 
saying which was told them concerning this Child. And all 
those who heard it marveled at those things which were told 
them by the shepherds. 

 
 

CAROL: “The First Noel” - Vs. 1, 2 No. 245 
 
 
 

 
LITANY 7 

 
Leader: Lord, as we exit this morning, we will see celebrations of You 

everywhere. When we see the Christmas lights blinking on the 
trees and on the houses, we will rejoice. 

 

ALL: For You are the Light! 
 

Leader: When we feast on our Christmas meal and all the 
confectioneries, we will give thanks. 

 

ALL: For you are the Bread of Life. 
 

Leader: As we leave with these carols in our hearts and on our lips, 
 

ALL: We will sing with the angels, 
 

Leader: In the car, in our homes, during the mundane tasks of life, 
making each moment sacred. And so, we end today in the same 
way we began: 

 

 Joy to the World! Our Lord has come! 
 

ALL: We receive You as our King! 
 

CAROL:  “Joy to the World (reprise)” - Vs. 4 No. 246 
 

  

CAROL:          “Silent Night” – Vs. 1, 2, 3 239 


	Untitled

