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In the 13th chapter of the Gospel of John verse 35 of the New Revised Standard 
Version says these words:  

35 “By this all men will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.”  

As my first year of being your pastor is coming to an end, I find myself reflecting over the awesomeness 

of God. In just 12 months of time God has moved the church to taking a more active (hands-on) role in 

our community. He has blessed and enlarged our congregation and he has removed obstacles from our 

path. I say these things because God has allowed me to see where we were, are, and headed to as 

disciples of Jesus Christ.  

 

The text above is powerful and speaks volumes about the St. Luke’s/Okatie UMC. History tells me that 

this church was on the brink of becoming nothing more than a chapel, but because of the stickativity 

(my words) to Love of the congregation we are still here. We are not only still here but we are growing 

and flourishing. History tells us that what one did to get us here, we are all doing which is sustaining us.  

 

Written in the 1960s by then-Catholic priest, the late Fr. Peter Scholtes are the words to the hymn 

“They’ll Know We Are Christians” – These words say:  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  

We are one in the Spirit, we are one in the Lord  

And we pray that our unity will one day be restored  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yeah they'll know we are Christians by our love  

 

We will work with each other, we will work side by side  

We will work with each other, we will work side by side 

And we'll guard each man's dignity and save each man's pride  

And they'll know we are Christians by our love, by our love  

Yeah, they'll know we are Christians by our love.  

 

These words state exactly how we are supposed to be.  

 
Cont’d... 
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There are many ways to serve St. Luke’s UMC. We are always looking for 

volunteers and folks who are willing to learn “what goes on behind the 

scenes”! Some people have been doing their part for a long time and need 

to show others how to participate in various necessary tasks. Listed in our Sunday bulletins are requests 

for volunteers to usher, read the Gospel, count the offering, etc. Please check the bulletin board in the 

Sanctuary and sign up wherever you can help. 

 

Also needed are those willing to learn about our record keeping, i.e. the membership list; the recording 

of donations; the ins & outs of our accounting system. At present, two people know this system. Just 

think what would happen if those two were incapacitated and could not do their job. If you are 

interested in learning about this, please contact Pat Simmons, email: patsimmonsperdue@gmail.com. 

As I listen to our guests who have come to worship with us, I find myself smiling and saying “Look at 

God” as each person remarks on how they are met at that door with Love. They remark at how we act 

more like a family than acquaintances or church members. It is because of this love that we have been 

able bring new, loving, and hardworking members into this family. The words of the text and hymn on the 

previous page should ring true for each and every person that comes through our door.  

 

Over the next month or so we will begin to see our fellowship hall being remolded. We are adding 800—

900 square feet onto this facility. Once the work has been completed, we will be seeking to open our 

doors even wider to those around us. We will be looking to put our hospital into full “Heal, Mend, and 

Save” mode. Each one of us will be called to open our hearts and arms even wider to reach those in our 

community and make them feel the love of Jesus Christ that is in each of us. We will be called to tell our 

story and convey that God loves them and so do we.  

 

We are at the point where we will no longer be the little white church in the center of the graveyard.  

We are at the point of being the Church/Hospital that God has called us to be for our community.  

 

Rev. Christopher L. Thompson, D. Min 

Cont’d... 
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You know. . . time has a way of moving quickly and catching you unaware of the passing years. 

It seems just yesterday that I was young, just married and embarking on my new life with my mate. Yet in a 

way, it seems like eons ago, and I wonder where all the years went. I know that I lived them all. I have glimpses 

of how it was back then and of all my hopes and dreams. But here it is... the winter of my life and it catches me 

by surprise...How did I get here so fast? Where did the years go and where did my youth go? 

I remember well seeing older people through the years and thinking that those older people were years away 

from me and that winter was so far off that I could not fathom it or imagine fully what it would be like. But here 

it is...my friends are retired and getting grey...they move slower, and I see an older person now. Some are in 

better and some worse shape than me...but, I see the great change.... Not like the ones that I remember who 

were young and vibrant...but, like me, their age is beginning to show, and we are now those older folks that we 

used to see and never thought we'd be. 

Each day now, I find that just getting a shower is a real target for the day! And taking a nap is not a treat 

anymore... it's mandatory! Cause if I don't on my own free will... I just fall asleep where I sit! 

And so...now I enter this new season of my life unprepared for all the aches and pains and the loss of 

strength and ability to go and do things that I wish I had done but never did! 

But at least I know, that though the winter has come, and I'm not sure how long it will last...this I know, that 

when it's over on this earth...it's NOT over. A new adventure will begin! 

Yes, I have regrets. There are things I wish I hadn't done...things I should have done, but indeed, there are 

many things I'm happy to have done. It's all in a lifetime. 

So, if you're not in your winter yet...let me remind you, that it will be here faster than you think. So, whatever 

you would like to accomplish in your life please do it quickly! Don't put things off too long! 

Life goes by quickly. So, do what you can today, as you can never be sure whether this is your winter or not! 

You have no promise that you will see all the seasons of your life...so, live for today and say all the things that 

you want your loved ones to remember...and hope that they appreciate and love you for all the things that you 

have done for them in all the years past! 

"Life" is a gift to you. The way you live your life is your gift to those who come after. Make it a fantastic one. 

 

LIVE IT WELL! ENJOY TODAY!  

DO SOMETHING FUN! BE HAPPY!  

HAVE A GREAT DAY! 

REMEMEMBER, GOD LOVES YOU! 

MAKE HIM PROUD! 

Will Ross, Lay Leader 
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FELLOWSHIP HALL REMODELLING APPROVED 

The Congregation and Council approved going forward with a contract to remodel the Fellowship Hall. Your 
funding support will be required. 

Without destroying the basic structure, we will: 

• Add a catering kitchen to the building to provide a sanitary and safe space to serve meals for all types of events. 

• Meet all building codes and ADA codes 

• Add to the front of the building two bathrooms that are fully accessible, and pleasant to use. 

• Add to the front of the building a Pastor's office to provide ready access for all to the minister. 

• Remove most of the interior walls to provide an open, adaptable meeting area that can accommodate groups  

 much larger than is now possible. 

• Renovate the electrical and plumbing systems to make them safe and up to code. 

• Replace the roof to assure long term stability to building. 

• Exterior walls to be insulated and stucco covered 

• All new windows, doors, plumbing, and lighting 

 

Just like our forefathers of about 200 years ago, we are building  

St. Luke's to serve the community now and in the future. 

The remodel will allow us to both reach out to the community with our missions and to bring us together as a unified 
congregation. This has been a long time coming. Please support this vital part of St. Luke's. 

Join me as I personally celebrate the approval to remodel the Fellowship Hall.  

For over five years, I have been involved in studying and promoting this 

necessary project. (Some of you have worked on it longer than that.)  It has 

often been frustrating. For five years, I have been told “God will know when it 

is time”.  

I believe that we in St. Luke's have been called to serve the community. I 

believe that we have “got it right” this time. It is time to set aside the past false starts and support this 

project anew. Yes, we have been asked to donate prior. We gave and some of those moneys did the 

engineering to give us this “just right” answer.  Our giving at his time will validate all the past work and bring 

our missions to our Lowcountry neighbors.  Contact me with any questions. 

Rob Clark ,  Finance Chairperson 
rclark55@sc.rr.com 



First Five Families Monthly Meals  

We had our fifth successful turn out on May 23rd for packing and delivering 

food and additional household items to our very grateful “First Families”. 

Special thanks to Nancy Sariscak for coordinating the project last month. As 

always, this success would not have been possible without the tremendous 

efforts of the many Congregants who donated a bounty of items to this 

Missions project .  
 

Our families continue to directly benefit from and deeply appreciate our donations! This month we will 

be collecting items on the third Sunday, June 19th, and delivering to families on Monday, June 20h. Sign 

up sheets are available for donations at the Fellowship Hall every prior Sunday in June. 
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Our Congregation’s overwhelming support for moving forward with Fellowship Hall renovations will have 

immediate and long term impact on St. Luke’s ability to “get there in time” to minister to the many in need in 

our church and our community. The Missions Team has been discussing and planning many efforts which will 

only now be possible with our new space. These include: 

• Community welcoming events such as historical tours, holiday gatherings, and concerts; 

• Return to regular potlucks for our members; 

• Fundraisers such as silent auctions, bake sales, and others limited only by our vision;  

• Expanded opportunities for community groups such as A.A. and Al-Anon, college student groups, scouts, 

and others to use our facilities and grow with our church; and 

• Enhanced opportunities to grow our Five Families giving program. 

These are just a few of the many ways that the Missions Team hopes to serve St. Luke’s and our community 

with our new space. But perhaps the most important aspect of our new Fellowship Hall will be the clear 

message that this step will send - St. Luke’s is committed to the future with Christ. We have no doubt that 

with the momentum that the new Fellowship Hall will generate, we will experience successes and growth of 

St. Luke’s that until recently we could only dream of. 

What Our New Fellowship Hall Means for Missions 

“The Gospel is only good news if it gets there in time.”  —Carl F.H. Henry  



1. Join the Missions Committee. We meet regularly to plan how we can accomplish our goals, set new 

ones, and stay informed about the organizations we support and their needs. Our next meeting is on 

Thursday, June 23rd at 3:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please consider joining us as we plan and put 

into action our church’s exciting mission in our community in 2022. 
 

2. Help out with a project already in the works. Here are some current opportunities: 
 

Meals for Ordeals - Marie Baldauf is leading our effort to bring meals to 

Congregants in need. Marie also provides important support with phone calls to 
those who can use a word of encouragement. If you need a meal, would like a call for 
you or a family member, or want to help, please contact Marie at 843.705.2210 or 
baldaufmarie@gmail.com. 

Agape Family Life Center – Every Saturday from 10:30 AM to noon, Agape, at 5855 

S. Okatie Highway in Hardeeville, needs volunteers to help distribute food it collects 

to needy families. This is all done on site with families passing through the center as 

we pass out food from Agape’s food pantry. Agape has always been very grateful for 

St. Luke’s assistance and can always use more help. This is a wonderful way to 

directly experience the joy of giving.  

Bluffton Self Help – FIRST SUNDAY FOOD MISSION DRIVE ON JUNE 5, 2022 – For June 

2022, please drop off your contributions in the church parking or in the Fellowship 

Hall on Sunday, June 5th. Jane Tiffany will be loading before & after both the early & 

late services. Your contributions are vital as the community needs are extremely due 

to the continuing impact of the pandemic. Feeding the hungry is truly part of us 

doing God's Work!  

 

Please help us stock the Bluffton Self-Help food pantry with the most desired/requested items. These 

include:  

• cereal – Cheerios preferred, instant grits/oatmeal,  

• peanut butter, jelly,  

• dried pasta, pasta sauce,  

• boxed or bagged dinner mixes such as Hamburger Helper, Beefaroni, etc.,  

• dried beans, and rice. 

Also needed are recycled shopping bags, diapers (sizes 4, 5 & 6) and toilet paper. Unfortunately, we 

can’t accept any open, expired or damaged items. 

Thank you. Rick Hoel, Mission chair 

843.295.9002 
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June Opportunities to Serve 

Here are opportunities in June  for our Church members to volunteer with 
St. Luke’s & in our community:  
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 “Th e Mart yrs of th e Ra c e C o urs e” 

 Submitted by Pam Hoel, Historian 

 

Originally called Decoration Day, from the early tradition of decorating graves with flowers, 

wreaths and flags, Memorial Day was first widely observed on May 30, 1868, to commemorate the 

sacrifices of Civil War soldiers, by proclamation of Gen. John A. Logan of the Grand Army of the 

Republican, an organization of former Union sailors and soldiers. After World War I, Memorial Day 

became an occasion for honoring those who died in all of America’s Wars.   

During that first national commemoration, former Union General and sitting Ohio Congressman James 

Garfield made a speech at Arlington National Cemetery, after which 5,000 participants helped to 

decorate the graves of the more than 20,000 Union and Confederate soldiers who were buried there.  

“We do not know one promise these men made, one pledge they gave, one word they spoke; but we 

do know they summed up and perfected, by one supreme act, the highest virtues of men and citizens. 

For love of country, they accepted death, and thus resolved all doubts, and made immortal their 

patriotism and their virtue.” 

– James A. Garfield, May 30, 1868, Arlington National Cemetery 

But it wasn’t until a remarkable discovery in a dusty Harvard University archive in the late 

1990s that historians learned about a Memorial Day commemoration organized by a group of 

Black people freed from enslavement less than a month after the Confederacy surrendered in 

1865.  

In 1996, David Blight, a professor of American History at Yale University, was researching a 

book on the Civil War when a curator at Harvard’s Houghton Library asked if he wanted to 

look through two boxes of unsorted material from Union veterans.  

“There was a file labeled ‘First Decoration Day,’” remembers Blight, “And inside on a piece 

of cardboard was a narrative handwritten by an old veteran, plus a date referencing an article 

in The New York Tribune. That narrative told the essence of the story that I ended up telling in 

my book, of this march on the racetrack in 1865.”  

The racetrack was the Washington Race Course and Jockey Club in Charleston, South 

Carolina. In the late stages of the Civil War, the Confederate army transformed the formerly 

posh country club into a makeshift prison for Union captives. More than 260 Union soldiers 

died from disease and exposure while being held in the racetrack’s open -air infield. Their 

bodies were hastily buried in a mass grave behind the grandstands.   

When Charleston fell and Confederate troops evacuated the badly damaged city, those 

freed from enslavement remained. One of the first things those emancipated men and women 

did was to give the fallen Union prisoners a proper burial. They exhumed the mass grave and 

reinterred the bodies in a new cemetery with a tall, white-washed fence inscribed with the 

words: “Martyrs of the Race Course.”  
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“The Martyrs of the Race Course” —

And then on May 1, 1865, something even more 

extraordinary happened. A crowd of 10,000 people, 

mostly freed slaves with some white missionaries, staged 

a parade around the racetrack. Three thousand Black 

schoolchildren carried bouquets of flowers and sang 

“John Brown’s Body.” Members of the famed 54 th 

Massachusetts and other Black Union regiments were in 

attendance and performed double-time marches. Black 

ministers recited verses from the Bible.  

The graves were eventually moved to the National 

Cemetery in Beaufort, SC. 

Referencees 

• Blight, David W.—Race and Reunion: The Civil War in American Memory. 

Cambridge, MA: Belknap Press, 2001.     ISBN 1-674-00332-2. 

• Gardiner, Richard.—The Genesis of the Memorial Day Holiday. 

Columbus State University, 2014.   ISBN 0-692-29225-X. 

• Robertson, Campbell. “Birthplace of Memorial Day? That Depends Where You’re 

From.” The New York Times.      26 May 2012. 

• Roos, D. “One of the Earliest Memorial Day Ceremonies Was Held by Freed African 

Americans” –TIME, May 24,2022 

• Waxman, Olivia. “The Overlooked Black History of Memorial Day” –TIME May 22, 2020. 
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Many thanks to Wally Willig for Painting the storage containers so they are ready to be filled when  the 
Fellowship Hall gets emptied.  

 

St. Luke’s Memorial Scatter Garden Trellis 
entrance built and donated by Wally Willig. 

HAPPENINGS AT ST. LUKE’S UMC... 

Myree trying to keep Wally away 
from all the goodies!  

All ladies at St. Luke’s were honored 
with a Mother’s Day rose. Verna Crosby 
is accepting her rose. 

Pat Schwartz and Will Ross 
greeted first service on 
Mother’s Day. They said that 
their matching outfits were 
not planned!!! 

Mother’s Day Coffee by Janet Jacoby!! 

So good to have the monthly 

birthday cake again! 

 

And thanks to Lois Willig for 

the delicious pineapple with 

blueberries! 



Page 10 

WELCOME TO OUR NEW MEMBERS! 

On May 15, 2022 Linda Jackson and Agnes Scarlett 

joined St. Luke’s UMC. They attend the 10:00 Worship 

Service. Please extend a warm welcome to them!  

They are neighbors of Myree Flanagan. 

After attending St. Luke’s UMC for many years, Phil Mitchell joined 

under “watch-care”. Phil attends the 8:30 Worship Service. We are 

happy to have him as an affiliate member. 

We were blessed to hear the voices of our 

choir the Sunday before Memorial Day. 

Pictured below—front row, left to right: 

Pat Schwartz, Marilyn Pozsonyi, Rebecca 

Biethman, Pam Hoel, Kathy Smith and Judi 

Landin; back row, left to right: Allyn Per-

due, M.T. Davis, Will Ross and Walker 

Hamilton. 

If you are interested in joining the choir, please contact Rebecca Biethman, 843.338.6005 

Special Music: May 22, 2022, Pat 
Schwartz & Will Ross sang The Prayer. 

Pictured to the 

left: Diana and 

Walker Hamilton 

wearing the 

perfect Memorial 

Day outfits! 



Let us remember with cards, and prayers…  
 

CONGREGANTS 
 

Marcia Garner, 3 Devant Lane,  

 Bluffton 29909 

Tom & Ruth Dolan, 33 Broughton 

Circle, Bluffton 29909 

Jane Cook, 300 Serenity Point Drive,  

Bluffton 29909 

Mariah Fair, 34 Crescent Creek Drive, 

Bluffton 29909 

Janet Jacoby, 19 St. Andrew’s Lane, 

Bluffton SC 29909 

 
CHURCH MEMBERS IN NURSING 

HOMES, 
ASSISTED LIVING OR HOMEBOUND 

 
Elnora Ekholm, 173 May River Rd.,  

   Bluffton 29910 

June Hamilton, 4 Concession Oak Dr.,  

   Bluffton 29909 

Jane and Jerry Wick, 740 Middletrail Court,  

Mt. Airy MD 21771 

Joan Nations, Lake Gibson Village 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF MEMBERS 
Hannah Nystrom, friend of Marie Baldauf 
Hugh and Sue Ross, brother & sister-in-law of Will 

Ross 
Christine Zimmerman, sister-in-law of Will Ross 
Lindsay, daughter of Leslie Richards 
Kathleen Thompson, mother of Pastor Chris 
Brian Fishborne, friend of Cynthia Thompson 
Wallace, brother of John Hubbard, and Wallace’s 

son 
The Monzon family, friends of Jack Reed and Paula 

Swope 
Sally Watern, sister of Jerry Vagnier 
Patty LeBlanc, friend of Lois Finch 
Brother of Pastor Chris 
Suzanne, friend of Paula Swope 
Lynette, sister of Leslie Richards 
Zane, great grandson of Sherry Lee 
Tracy Hutchinson 
Lauren, niece of Pam & Rick Hoel 
Eli and Braden, grandson of Jack Reed and Eli’s  

friend 
Wilda Reed, mother of Jack Reed 
Jamie, daughter of Pam & Rick Hoel 
Charlene Cooler, sister of Ouida Dell 
John Fogel, brother of Jane Tiffany & John’s family 
Ken, friend of Leslie Richards 
Oscar Moncada, regular visitor at St. Luke’s 
Laura Buss, friend of Diana Hamilton 
McKenzie, friend of Diana & Walker Hamilton 
Helen, sister-in-law of Judi Landin 
Harlan Archer, friend of Marie Baldauf 
Karen, sister of Ouida Dell 
Larry Watern, brother-in-law of Jerry Vagnier 
Tina Tuttle, niece of Jerry Vagnier 
Family of Al Gibson 
Rikita, daughter of Pastor Chris and Cynthia 
Sonia, friend of Amy Erickson 
Martha, friend of Amy Erickson 
Tricia, friend of Pat Schwartz 
Courtney, daughter of Judi Landin 
Richard Crosby and his family 
Jim Esposito, friend of Jim Smith 
Family and friends of Karen Chester 
The people of Uvalde and of Ukraine 
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You will notice that the list no longer includes the reason for prayer, due to HIPPA regula-

tions. Please email Amy Erickson, amyhousererickson@gmail.com with any prayer requests 

you may have. If you have loved ones who have been blessed by recovery, peace or grace 

and may be removed from the list, please provide that information to Amy as well.  

PRAISES 

Linda Batten, has been released from therapy for her hand 

Linda & George Batten celebrating their 50th anniversary! 

Jerry Vagnier and Lois Willig’s birthdays 

Al Shiflet is back in the pulpit 

Kathleen Thompson is doing better 



Thank you for “mailing” your  donations!  
The mailing address is:  

St. Luke’s UMC  
PO Box 2779 
Bluffton SC 29910 
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JULY BIRTHDAYS 

JUNE ANNIVERSARIES 

LET ME TAKE YOUR PHOTO! If you are attending St. Luke’s United 

Methodist Church, we would like to have you in our Photo Directory. 

We include visitors as well as members! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. LUKE’S Please 

ask or email Pat Simmons for an “Invitation to Membership” form. 

Fill it out, bring it back and someone will get in touch with you.  

patsimmonsperdue@gmail.com 

JUNE BIRTHDAYS 

04 Jane Cook 

07 Dave Clements 

07 Rick Hoel 

13 Andy Makarick 

13 Shirley Stark 

17 Jon Watkins 

22 Ruth Dolan 

23 Marie Baldauf 

23 Rev. Chris Thompson 

24 Joan Ruffino 

25 Jane Wick* 

27  Verna Crosby 

28 Carla Carte 

06 Diana Hamilton 

11 Carol Conway 

12 Elizabeth Vance 

12 Reece Woods 

19 Will Ross 

22 Bill Harting 

23 Jim Seymore* 

26 Lois Finch 

26 Eric Woods 

28 Dell Harper 

04 George & Linda Batten 

12 Jane & Dave Disney 

14 Andy & Sharon Makarick 

24 Leslie & Greg Richards 

25  Tom & Ruth Dolan 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

01 Chuck & Judy Watts 

06 Sheryll Ingram and  

 Bill Halstead 

17 Rev. Chris & Cynthia  

 Thompson 

20 Doris & Bob Heck 

25 Pam & Rick Hoel 

27 Elizabeth & Archie  

 Vance 

OR WATCH “ON-LINE” AT  

ST. LUKE’S YOUTUBE CHANNEL 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g 

Please “like” our Facebook page: 

https://www.facebook.com/St-Lukes-United-

Methodist-Church-100898299269402 

To donate through Vanco, go to our web page: 

https://stlukesumc-okatie.org/ 

Click on the “Donate” button at the top of the 

page. This takes you  to our Vanco donation 

*Jim Seymore’s address: 

   658 Majesty Crossing 

   Winder GA 30680 
 *Jane Wick’s address: 

740 Middletrail Court,  
Mt. Airy MD 21771 


