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In the 2nd chapter of the Book of Nehemiah, the end of verses 18 (New Revised 

Standard Version) we find these words:  

18 …“Let us start building!” So they committed themselves to the common good.  

For seven plus years we have endeavored to remodel our Fellowship Hall. During those seven plus years we 

prepared (plans/planning), raised some capital (pledging/funds being provided) and we had some set back 

(members leaving and not following through). The same things happened to Israel during Nehemiah’s time, but he 

did not let that stop nor discourage him from getting the walls of Jerusalem rebuilt and we cannot let anything 

deter us from the remodel. More than that we cannot let anything deter us from rebuilding our relationship with one 

another, our community, and most importantly God.  

Let us take note of how Nehemiah went about getting the wall rebuilt. He first surveyed the job alone. He did that 

so he might see what was to be done and in what method they must go about it, whether the old foundation would 

serve, and what there was of the old materials that would be of use. Then he disclosed the plans to the rulers and 

the people. God has surveyed the work for St. Luke’s, alone. He has cast a great vision for us. God is placing each of 

us in our respective places and is allowing us to see the plan a little at a time.  

In our efforts to rebuild our community relationship we have:  

1) Worked with Church of the Cross to learn how to provide food for those in need.  

2) Continue to work with Agapé to provide food for 30 families.  

3) Provided Christmas gifts for 27 families which breaks down to 103 people which further breaks down to 57 

young people and 46 adults.  

4) Adopted five families to provide food for every month.  

5) We continue to support Bluffton Self Help monthly.  

6) We provide food for members of the church who are sick and shut-in when asked via “Meals for Ordeals”.  

In our efforts to rebuild how we see our church we have:  

1) Revitalized the handicap ramp to the church.  

2) Pressure washed part of the church.  

3) Pressure washed 2/3 of the stones in the graveyard.  

4) Pressure washed and made repairs to the bridge.  

5) Removed all the bushes that were impeding our sight of the beautiful old Oak trees scattered throughout the 

cemetery.  

6) Removed some of and shaped up the bushes that were impeding our sight of the pond.  

The next step in our journey to growing and moving forward is the remodel so as Nehemiah told Israel in 

vs 18 of chapter 2, “Let us start building!”  

Rev. Christopher L. Thompson, D. Min.  
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An issue of Time magazine almost thirty years ago gave examples of men who tried to do what man 

cannot do—predict the future. Here are some of these predictions made in the 1900’s as listed in Time, 

Fall, 1992: 

• • Henry Adams, considered to be one of America’s foremost thinkers, said in 1903, “My figures 

coincide in setting 1950 as the year that the world must smash.” 

• In 1901, two years before Kitty Hawk, Wilbur Wright told his brother Orville that man would not fly for 

another 50 years. 

• Not long before the atomic bomb was dropped on Hiroshima, Admiral William Leary told Harry Truman, 

“This is the biggest fool thing we have ever done…the bomb will never go off.” 

• Some even claimed that scientists would create machines that would be able to read our minds! 

Here we are years later feeling the same curiosity and anxiety about the future. This time, however, the 

uncertainty is more far-reaching. Our world has changed dramatically. The year 2020 was like an 

earthquake and every month since has been like an aftershock. Our laws, our economy, our population 

and our entire culture is changing so rapidly that it is hard to make plans for anything. 

There is only one way to have peace and clarity in a world that has been turned upside down: hold to 

God’s unchanging hand and trust in His all-seeing eye. Remember that the Lord said, “I am God, and there 

is none like me, declaring the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the things that are not yet 

done” (Isa. 46:9-10). God has always known everything in the future. Nothing surprises Him. He saw the 

Civil War, the Great Depression and COVID coming long before they broke into history. He knows every 

detail of the results of each crisis and works all things for the good of His people. We will never be able to 

see what God sees, but that should not keep us from trusting that He does. 

The Bible teaches us not to worry about the future. Jesus said, “Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, 

for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble” (Matt. 6:34). We 

need faith in these turbulent times to keep us from going to either extreme. 

The great book of Ecclesiastes gives us wisdom we cannot find anywhere else. It tells us, “That which has 

been is what will be, that which is done is what will be done, and there is nothing new under the 

sun” (Ecc. 1:9). It reminds us of the cycles and phases of life: “To everything there is as season, a time for 

every purpose under heaven” (Ecc; 3:1). One of the best things Christians can do these days is turn off the 

television, leave social media alone, read the book of Ecclesiastes, and perhaps sing the chorus, of “God 

Holds the Future in His Hands.” 

Will Ross, Lay Leader 
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I am sure that most of you have remembered that our state and federal taxes are 

due in mid April.  It is time to add up all our gains for the year and pay a 

percentage to support the public good. 

Now I ask you to remember all the blessings in your lifetime and think about the 

biblical requirement of tithing.  

Robert Clark, Finance Chairperson 
rclark55@sc.rr.com 

 

 E-Giving Q and A 

By now, we all know that St. Luke's is offering the opportunity to give to the church through our web 
site.  Just go to the website (https://stlukesumc-okatie.org) and select DONATE. 

Now for the questions that have come up: 

Q: Is this a safe way to give? 

A: Absolutely. The giving program and processes have been audited and verified by the PCI DSS 
( Payment Card Industry Data Security Standard) Security Standards Council. These folks are serious 
about preventing credit card fraud. 

Q: What does it cost to use this program? 

A: Credit card transactions are assessed a 2.8% fee (just as in all commercial usage). The giver may 
choose to pay this fee, or let the church pay it. Direct deposits from your bank have a 1% handling 
fee. The church pays no fixed cost and pays only as gifts are received. 

Q: Can I designate my giving to a specific area of the church? 

A: Yes. You have six donation designations to choose from: Tithes and offerings; Building Fund; 
Endowment Fund; Flower Fund; the Memorial Fund; and the Missions Fund. 

Q: Do I get credited for my e-Giving? 

A: Yes. The first time you use the e-giving site, create your own profile. All giving records are 
transferred to our internal Church accounting system and you will receive a giving record at year end. 

Q: Can I set up a recurring giving transaction? 

A: Yes. Just follow the instruction in the giving program. 

Q: What if I have more questions?  Contact Rob Clark; rclark55@sc.rr.com 

mailto:rclark55@sc.rr.com


Hello Church Family. First of all I would like to Thank all of you for stepping up to fill the need for 

Greeters/Ushers, Readers, acolytes, and anything else that is needed to make our Worship Service a 

wonderful experience.   

I have been temporarily filling the role as Nurture/Discipleship position but because so many of you 

have so willingly volunteered your time it is making my job pretty easy.    

I would also like to thank all of you who have donated flowers to help beautify our 

church. We tried something a little different this year and it seems to be working 

thanks to your generosity.   

We will be handing out Palms to celebrate Palm Sunday and 

thanks to Wally and Lois Willig we will have Lilies displayed in 

front of the church & altar on Easter Sunday. 

 

 

 

T 

 

 

 

They say it takes a village and I am so happy that I am part of St. Luke’s Village. 

Thank you! 

Nancy Sariscak 

Worship Committee Chair 
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“If you knew what I know about the power of giving, you would not 
let a single meal pass without sharing it in some way.”―Buddha  

First Five Families Monthly Meals  

We had our third successful turn out on March 21 for packing and delivering food and additional 

household items to our very grateful “First Five Families”. Special thanks to Judi Landin for spearheading 

the project last month and to the Landins, Smiths, Sariscaks, and Hoels for deliveries. Again this would 

not have been possible without the tremendous efforts of the many Congregants who donated items to 

make this Missions project a wonderful success.  
 

We can’t stress enough how very grateful our families are for these donations! This month we again will 

be collecting items on the third Sunday, April 20, and delivering it to families on Monday, April 21. Sign 

up sheets will be available for donations at the Fellowship Hall starting on Sunday, April 3. 

Cup of Salvation Lenten Devotionals and Giving Program 

As this Lenten season moves on, you can still pick up The Cup of Salvation Devotional 

Book and companion coin bank in the Fellowship Hall. 
 

...our lives are brief, and all we are and all we have come from God, our Creator. 

Celebrate the Lenten season with daily reading, reflection, giving, and prayer with The 

Society of St. Andrews Cup of Salvation, a nationwide ministry focused on feeding 

spiritual and physical hungers. 

March Opportunities to Serve 

Here are opportunities in April for our Church members to volunteer with St. Luke’s & in our community:  
 

1. Join the Missions Committee. We meet regularly to plan how we can accomplish our goals, set new 

ones, and stay informed about the organizations we support and their needs. Our next meeting is on 

Monday, April 4 at 3:00 PM in the Fellowship Hall. Please consider joining us as we plan and put into 

action our church’s exciting mission in our community in 2022. 
 

2. Help out with a project already in the works. Here are some current opportunities: 
 

Meals for Ordeals - Marie Baldauf is leading our effort to bring meals to Congregants in need. If you need 

a meal or want to help, please contact Marie at 843.705.2210 or baldaufmarie@gmail.com. 

Agape Family Life Center – Every Saturday from 10:30 AM to noon, Agape, at 5855 S. Okatie Highway in 

Hardeeville, needs volunteers to help distribute food it collects to needy families. Agape has always been 

very grateful for St. Luke’s assistance and can always use more help. 

St. Luke’s members continue to generously participate in our various Missions’ projects. 

mailto:baldaufmarie@gmail.com
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Bluffton Self Help – FIRST SUNDAY FOOD MISSION DRIVE ON April 3, 2022 

For April 2022, please drop off your contributions in the church parking or in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday, April 3. We will be loading before and after both the early and 

late services. Your contributions are vital as the community needs are extreme due to the 

continuing impact of the pandemic. Feeding the hungry is truly part of us doing God's 

Work!  

 

Please help us stock the Bluffton Self-Help food pantry with the most desired/requested items. These 

include:  

 cereal – Cheerios preferred, instant grits/oatmeal, peanut butter, jelly,  

dried pasta, pasta sauce, boxed or bagged dinner mixes such as Hamburger  

Helper, Beefaroni, etc., dried beans, and rice. 

Ther e a r e many ways to serv e St. Luke’s UMC. We a r e a lways looking for 

vo lunt eers and fo lks who a r e wil ling to lea r n “what goe s on behind t he 

sc e n e s”! So me people hav e bee n doing t heir pa rt for a long ti me and n ee d to 

s ho w ot hers ho w to pa rticipat e in v a rious n e c e ssa ry tasks. List e d in our 

Sunday bul letins a r e r eque sts for vo lunt eers to us her, r ead t he Gospel, count 

t he offering, etc. Please che ck t he bul letin boa rd in t he Sanc tua ry and sign up 

wher ev er you can help. 

 

Als o n ee de d a r e t hose wil ling to lea r n abou t our r e cord keep ing, i.e. t he 

members hip list; t he r e cording of don ations; t he ins & ou ts of our accounting 

syst em. At pr e se nt, two people kn o w t his syst em. Just t hink what would 

ha ppe n if t hose two wer e inca pacitat e d and could n ot do t heir job. Is t his 

s o met hing t hat you would be int er e st e d in lea r ning? If s o, please contac t 
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As I reflect on new beginnings, I also reflect on St. Luke’s past. As I go through the archive files, I am 

impressed with all this little church has accomplished through the years. Our archives are full of 

examples of hard work, commitment, faith, dedication, humor, and sometimes sadness. These archives 

are the story of St. Luke’s and there are several things I will be sharing with you in the coming weeks, 

but today I want to share two items with you.  

 

First, do any of you remember the Allen Memorial Library that was in the Fellowship Hall? It was 

established in 2009 in memory of Dr. Charles Allen, the nationally known Methodist minister who was a 

pioneer in radio and television broadcasting in the 1950’s and 60’s. His son and wife attended our 

church and after Dr. Allen passed away, his widow, Lorraine, donated a large quantity of books from 

their own library. Most have personal inscriptions and are valuable to an historical record. Elaine 

Jankovic used to oversee the library and donated several books, as have other church members. It was a 

lending library, and you simply signed a book out and crossed off your name when you brought it back.  

Currently, this library is housed in Pastor Chris’s Office. Perhaps it can be in a more convenient space in 

the new Fellowship Hall. By the way, you can hear Dr. Allen’s sermons on YouTube—just type in his 

name and several sermons will be listed. 

 

Second, thanks to the historians before me, our archives have most of the required material of an archive 

according to GCAH’s list of items to include —deeds, bulletins, news articles, finance reports, Church 

Council minutes, Board of Trustees information, cemetery information, and numerous other information.  

However, according to GCAH’s Guidelines for the Church Historian, we are missing one important 

category: “oral history of members (tape recorded or with photos)”. What is lacking in our archives is the 

“icing on the cake”—oral histories of our St. Luke’s families. 

An oral history interview project is an exciting way to preserve the personal stories of women and men 

and give them the chance to tell you "what it was really like." Thanks to modern technology - tape 

recorders and video cameras - future generations will hear people's words in their own voices, with the 

shading, nuance, and emphasis that give language its emotion and richness. In the process, we will be 

adding invaluable data to our archives. The interviews are rarely more than an hour.  

Think of an oral history interview as a conversation with me about you and St. Luke’s such as: When did 

you join St. Luke’s? Why did you join? What are some memorable events that you can recall in the life 

and history of St. Luke’s? How has St. Luke’s changed over the years? How has St. Luke’s changed your 

life? Do you have family members buried in our cemetery? Could you tell me something about them 

such as number of children, what they did for a living, etc.?   

EASTER BLESSINGS to you! Easter is a time of resurrection and new beginnings. 

We are certainly experiencing some new beginnings here at St. Luke’s (too 

numerous to list here) but you can read about them in our monthly newsletter 

Pat Simmons faithfully sends to us every month. Some of us write the articles, 

but Pat is the one who organizes those articles and adds the graphics into our 

newsletter. These newsletters are a wonderful record of our church’s history.  

Thank you, Pat, and to all who make our newsletters happen.   
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HISTORY CORNER—cont’d... 

Here’s an example from a conversation I had with John Hubbard:  

When St. Luke’s didn’t have the Fellowship Hall, the Church served as Church and as Fellowship Hall. On 

August 11, 1940, we were using the church for the Hubbard/Graves family reunion (about 100 people). 

When the storm hit, we had to use the Church for shelter. Strong winds blew, trees toppled, rains came, 

but St. Luke’s Church stood firm. Several others in Bluffton did not. The storm passed and we ventured 

outside to see the extent of the damage. Most distressing were the graves that were disturbed by the 

fallen trees, so these graves were tended to first. Then cleanup of the grounds began. 

 

This storm was a major historical event—a category 2 hurricane. The 

storm surge along the South Carolina coast 

was 13 feet high causing the additional 

destruction of flooding and mudslides along 

the South Carolina coast and beyond. Total 

cost of the storm was 13 million dollars (USD 

1940). On August 11, 2020, the 80th 

anniversary, WTOC, https://www.wtoc.com 

aired a special documentary complete with pictures.  

(copy & paste the following in your browser:) 

https://www.wtoc.com/2020/08/11/hurricane-that-struck-ga-sc-coasts-revisited/ 

 

I have begun writing my story:  

 

Several weeks ago, I was asked why Rick and I chose to join St. Luke’s. Our reasons were simple really. I 

knew I was “home” the first time we came to St. Luke’s. It reminded me of my grandparent’s old church in 

Cainsville, Missouri, and I was flooded with fond memories of the time I spent there. We were greeted and 

welcomed. I think by the time we left, everyone had spoken to us. You all seemed sincerely happy to see 

us! In the Fellowship Hall after the service you were interested in getting to know us--where were we from, 

did we have children, how did we like Bluffton, etc. You made us feel welcomed and were interested in us. 

We came from a very large church where we raised our daughters and were very active. At this stage of life 

we wanted a smaller, slower-paced, more intimate church. St Luke’s “fit the bill”, and here we are and here 

we’ll stay! 

 

I am currently working on a list of possible interview questions. When the draft is complete, I will share it 

with you for your feedback. If you have any questions or comments, please contact me, 843.290.6552 or 

professorpamela1@gmail.com. 

 

Pam Hoel, Church Historian 

https://www.wtoc.com
mailto:professorpamela1@gmail.com


Let us remember with cards, and prayers…  
 

CHURCH MEMBERS 
 

Marcia Garner, 3 Devant Lane, Bluffton 

29909 

Al Gibson, 21 Mongin Way, 

Bluffton, 29909 

Tom & Ruth Dolan, 33 Broughton Circle, 

Bluffton 29909 

Verna Crosby, 71 Pepper Hall Plantation, 

Okatie 29909 

Linda Batten, 17 Alston Bay, Bluffton 

29909 

Jane Cook, 300  Serenity Point Drive, 

Bluffton 29909 

Bo n nie & Geof f Borgelt,  

101 Crossing Blvd, Bluffton 29910 

Mariah Fair,  

 
CHURCH MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES, 

ASSISTED LIVING OR HOMEBOUND 
 
Elnora Ekholm, 173 May River Rd.,  

   Bluffton 29910 

June Hamilton, 4 Concession Oak Dr.,  

   Bluffton 29909 

Jane and Jerry Wick, 740 Middletrail Court,  

Mt. Airy MD 21771 

Joan Nations, Lake Gibson Village 

Memory Unit 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF MEMBERS 
Hannah Nystrom, friend of Marie Baldauf 
Hugh and Sue Ross, brother & sister-in-law of 

Will Ross 
Christine Zimmerman, sister-in-law of Will Ross 
Gary, husband of Judi Landin 
Lindsay, daughter of Leslie Richards 
Kathleen Thompson, mother of Pastor Chris 
Brian Fishborne, friend of Cynthia Thompson 
Grandchildren of Judi Landin 
Wallace, brother of John Hubbard, and Wallace’s 

son 
The Monzon family, friends of Jack Reed and 

Paula Swope 
Sally Watern, sister of Jerry Vagnier 
Patty LeBlanc, friend of Lois Finch 
Brother of Pastor Chris 
Suzanne, friend of Paula Swope 
Lynette, sister of Leslie Richards 
Kirsten, granddaughter of Judi Landin 
Zane, great grandson of Sherry Lee 
Tracy Hutchinson 
Courtney, daughter of Judi Landin 
Lauren, niece of Pam & Rick Hoel 
The people of Ukraine 
Eli and Braden, grandson of Jack Reed and Eli’s  

friend 
Wilda Reed, mother of Jack Reed 
Jamie, daughter of Pam & Rick Hoel 
Terry, Jane Tiffany’s husband 
Charlene Cooler, sister of Ouida Dell 
The family of Easter Day 
The Williams and Mentor families 
Julia, grandniece of Bill & Linda Metcalf 
David Stahle, uncle of Paula Swope 
 
PRAISES 
The beautiful sunshine and music. 
All the work the trustees have done to make the 
church and cemetery so beautiful 
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You will notice that the list no longer includes the reason for prayer, due to HIPPA 

regulations. Please email Amy Erickson, amyhousererickson@gmail.com with any 

prayer requests you may have. If you have loved ones who have been blessed by 

mailto:amyhousererickson@gmail.com
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A look back at our Coffee Fel lo ws hip on St. Patrick’s 

Many thanks to Janet Jacoby for all her 

decorations to celebrate this special day! 

We even had “green” 

apple flavored Jell-o! 

Brought back again…a delicious cake to celebrate 

all the March birthdays!  

One special day was March 31st, Janet Jacoby’s  

80th birthday! 



Thank you for “mailing” your  donations!  
The mailing address is:  
St. Luke’s UMC  
PO Box 2779 
Bluffton SC 29910 

OR WATCH “ON-LINE” AT OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL—St. Luke’s UMC 
YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

LET ME TAKE YOUR PHOTO! If you are attending St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church, we would like to 
have you in our Photo Directory. We include visitors 
as well as members! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. LUKE’S 
Please ask or email Pat Simmons for an “Invitation to Membership” 
form. Fill it out, bring it back and someone will get in touch with 
you.  

MAY BIRTHDAYS 

10 Marilyn & Ron Pozsonyi 

 84 Carnation Rd, Bluffton 29909 
 

26 Kathy & Jim Smith  

 218 Medlock Place, Bluffton 29910 

09 Lynne Clements 

09 Kathy Strife 

11 Vern Conway 

11 Bryan Metzger 

14 Wally Willig 

17 Beth Peters 

30 Judy Watts 

03 Beth King 

09 Rob Clark 

09 Jane Seymore* 

09 Chuck Watts 

10 Beth Woods 

11 Jean Shaffer 

13 Mary Hettenhouser 

15 Wes Reutter 

15 Maureen Slater 

17 Tom Dolan 

18 Jim Manning 

24 Lois Willig 

27 Nancy Sariscak 

29 Jerry Vagnier 

30 Paula Swope 

*Jane Seymore’s address: 
658 Majesty Crossing 

Winder GA 30680 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g

