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The SPPRC met on February 17th via conference call for their quarterly 

meeting. Four members joined the call plus Pastor Chris. The 

conference call format was used related to members being out of 

town or unable to join in person. The PPRC discussed various topics 

including the attendance at our Sunday worship services. It was 

pointed out that quite a few members are watching the video each Sunday with 

attendance via video continuing to increase. The numbers for January for the video were 

impressive and should not be overlooked. One Sunday, 51 joined the video. The service is 

also being “Live Streamed” across the state. It was not sure how many across the state 

were joining the streaming. Pastor Chris will look into these numbers. The committee 

suggested that these numbers be mentioned weekly and welcome those joining the 

services via video. 

Other business included recruiting additional committee members due to attrition or 

members unable to fulfill their commitment. 

The committee members welcome comments and suggestions from the congregation. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Sarah Smith, PPRC Chair 



Page 2 

Growing Old Gracefully 
 
Age is relative, isn’t it? In our own way, we still search for the fountain of youth. We 

resist the aging process by camouflaging the spots and wrinkles. Still, aging continues 

its relentless march. 

God places a premium on age. God intends for us to be useful and active in our 

golden years: 

• God asked Noah to build an ark when he was 400 years old. 
• Moses was 80 when he led Israel out of Egypt. 
• Proverbs says: “Gray hair is a crown of splendor.” 
• We hear Job declare: “wisdom comes with age and with length of days comes 

understanding. 
 
Truth is, wherever we are in the aging process is okay, because that is exactly where God wants us to be. 

And for us to waste our time, energy, money, and talent attempting to change that state, that season of 

life, is not God-pleasing. Being dissatisfied with our age only frustrates us and frustrates His purpose in 

our life. God had a purpose for us when we were young, and He has a purpose for us now that we are 

older. It’s ridiculous to attempt to go back and relive an old purpose. 

How do we grow old gracefully? 

Understand change. If we want everything to stay the same, life is going to be continually miserable. The 

senior citizen’s world is full of change. Now change is not always bad. But when you pack too much 

change into a short space, it can be devastating. Our purpose has changed. The ambitions of climbing 

career ladders and plans for raising and educating the children are over. There are health changes, 

financial changes, changes in our energy level. There are some things we can no longer do, and shouldn’t 

try to do. We must not allow these to overwhelm us. 

We need to lose ourselves in something bigger than we are. One of the problems in retirement is that 

attention is turned to self. The focus is no longer on: the children, career, church, but directed inward. This 

creates serious problems at any age. John Gardner, one time Secretary of Health, Education and Welfare, 

said, “People can achieve meaning, only if they have a commitment to something larger than their own 

little egos; be it family, fellowmen, careers or religion.” l think Jesus gives us the answer: Serve Others!! 

There’s hospital and hospice visits to be made, nursing home patients that need encouragement. Think 

about volunteering at one of these institutions. There are numerous ministries at church that can use our 

expertise. Develop relationships within your church family. Participate in church activities, both social and 

mission related.   

God has providentially brought each of us to this point, and this place in our life for a specific purpose. 

The question is will we allow Him to use us for that purpose? Indeed! The best is yet to come! 

Will Ross, Lay Leader 
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The “Back Office” 

We may not all be aware that St. Luke's has no paid office staff. Normal office 

activities that involve any money are all performed by a group of volunteers. The 

Church must live with rigid financial controls and processes, just like any 

commercial business. All donations must be double counted and then deposited 

before being entered in our accounting software. Everything must balance “to 

the penny” and be reported on a regular basis. All this is done with processes to 

preserve your privacy in giving. Bills get paid by check and everything accounted 

for and reported in our systems. We have an annual in-depth audit of the books and processes. 

All this is done by a small cadre of volunteers. Pat S., Mary G., George B., and Jim M. who unselfishly 

make this donation of time to our Lord. 

I can share many of the reports with any interested individual. It is your donations that make this Church 

possible. If you feel you can contribute and “give of yourself” to support these systems, contact me. We 

need more people involved to assure the continuity of our systems. 

Robert Clark, Finance Chairperson 
rclark55@sc.rr.com 

 Why “E-giving”? 

You recently received an invitation to visit the St. Luke's website 

(https://stlukesumc-okatie.org/) and try out our new E-giving feature by clicking on “DONATE” at the 

top of the page. You may have asked yourself “why should I use this method to support my Church?” 

Here are a couple or reasons: 

• It is convenient. No need to dig out the checkbook. 

• It is safe. Proven systems protect your identity and money. 

• It assures you meet your intended obligations. If you choose repeating giving options, 
you will never miss your obligation because you couldn't make it to church. 

• It helps the unpaid staff. The money is automatically counted and will get assigned to 
your intended purpose. No need for deposits and counting. 

• It keeps track of your giving for you. 

• It is easy. It can be done from any computer. 

Looking ahead, we intend to expand the options and provide a mobile app that you can use on you cell 

phone. Questions? Contact Rob Clark; rclark55@sc.rr.com 

mailto:rclark55@sc.rr.com


Page 4 

"There are those who give with joy, and that joy is 
their reward.” Khalil Gibran 

First Five Families Christmas Meals  

We had another successful turn out on 

February 21 for packing and delivering 

food and additional household items to 

our very grateful “First Five Families”. 

Special thanks to Bonnie Borgelt and Judi 

Landin for spearheading the project last 

month and to the Landins, Tiffanys, and 

Hoels for deliveries. Above all, we are so 

impressed with the robust efforts of the 

many Congregants who donated items to 

make this Missions project a wonderful 

success. We are getting better every 

month and this month we displayed our 

flexibility in gathering hygiene items for 

one of our families who expressed the 

need. Thank you for these items Paula 

Swope! 

We can’t stress enough how very grateful our families are for these donations! With our 

families now counting on us, we continue this as a monthly event. This month we again 

will be collecting items on the third Sunday, March 20, and delivering it to families on 

Monday, March 21. Sign up sheets will be available for donations at the Fellowship Hall 

starting on Sunday, March 6.  

Cup of Salvation Lenten Devotionals and Giving Program 

As we enter this Lenten season, pick up The Cup of Salvation Devotional 

Book and companion coin bank and note the commencement of the 

season on Ash Wednesday, March 2.  

The ashes remind us that our lives are brief, and that all we are and all we 

have come from God, our Creator. Begin the Lenten season with daily 

reading, reflection, giving, and prayer with The Society of St. Andrews 

Cup of Salvation, a nationwide ministry focused on feeding spiritual and 

physical hungers. 

St. Luke’s members continued to generously participate in 
our various Missions’ projects. 
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March Opportunities to Serve 
 

Here are opportunities in March for our Church members for personally volunteer 

involvement with St. Luke’s and in our community:  

 

• Join the Missions Committee. Welcome to our newest Committee member, Kathy Smith! We 

meet regularly to plan how we can accomplish our goals, set new ones. and stay 

informed about the organizations we support and their needs. Our next meeting is 

on Monday, March 7th at 9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall. Please consider joining us as 

we plan and put into action our church’s exciting mission in our community in 2022. 

• Help out with a project already in the works. Here are some current opportunities: 

 

Meals for Ordeals - Marie Baldauf is leading our effort to bring meals 

to Congregants in need. If you need a meal or want to help, please 

contact Marie at baldaufmarie@gmail.com.or 843.705.2210. 

 

Agape Family Life Center – Every Saturday from 9:39 AM to noon, 

Agape, at 5855 S. Okatie Highway in Hardeeville, needs volunteers to 

help distribute food it collects for needy families. Judi Landin attended on 

February 19th and notes that Agape can always use more help. Judi is planning on 

attending on Saturday, March 5th. 

Bluffton Self Help – FIRST SUNDAY FOOD MISSION DRIVE ON February 6, 2022 

For March 2022, please drop off your contributions in the church parking or in the 

Fellowship Hall on Sunday, March 6th. We will be loading before and after both the early and late 

services. Your contributions are vital as the community needs are extreme due to the continuing 

impact of the pandemic.  Feeding the hungry is truly part of us doing God's Work!  
 

Please help us stock the Bluffton Self-Help food pantry with the most desired/requested items. 

These include:  

cereal – Cheerios preferred, instant grits/oatmeal, peanut butter, jelly,  

dried pasta, pasta sauce, boxed or bagged dinner mixes such as Hamburger  

Helper, Beefaroni, etc., dried beans, and rice. 

Also needed are recycled shopping bags, diapers (sizes 4, 5 & 6) and toilet paper. Unfortunately, we 

can’t accept any open, expired or damaged items. 

Thank you. Rick Hoel, Mission chair 

843.295.9002 

mailto:baldaufmarie@gmail.com


Saint Patrick's Day 

Saint Patrick depicted in a 

stained-glass  window at  

Saint Benin's Church, Ireland  

What’s So Saintly about St. Patrick?  

St. Patrick’s Day is usually celebrated with the wearing of the green (so you don’t get 

pinched), leprechauns, shamrocks, pots of gold, rainbows, drinking (a lot of) Irish whiskey 

and/or green beer, soda bread with a cross carved in the top (to ward off evil spirits), corn 

beef and cabbage, and the ultimate craziness, in my opinion, dyeing the Chicago River 

green.  I admit that I never found any of these interesting—not even as a child.  And I 

certainly didn’t see how any of these symbols or stories related to a Saint. It seemed like a 

bogus holiday.  

But even a cursory examination of St. Patrick’s life and his actual deeds, reveals a man 

quite different from the celebrations that honor him today and the lessons from him that 

still resonate with us. 

In the centuries following St. Patrick ’s death (believed to have been on March 17, 

461), the mythology surrounding his life became more and more ingrained in the 

Irish culture. Perhaps the most well-known legend is that he drove all the snakes 

from Ireland. That would have been quite a feat given that there never were any 

snakes in Ireland! Rather, it seems that the snakes have served as an allegory for 

paganism, which St. Patrick “banished” when he brought the Catholic religion to Ireland’s 

shores.  Historians believe that this story relates to the fact that St. Patrick bravely stood 

up against the pagan gods and the king's command to worship them, thus driving out dark 

forces. 
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https://www.history.com/news/st-patricks-day-myths-debunked
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HISTORY CORNER—cont’d... 

St. Patrick was said to have explained the Holy Trinity using the three leaves of a 

native Irish clover, the shamrock. The “luck of the Irish” saying isn’t related to St. Pat-

rick’s Day nor did the saying originate in Ireland. The phrase originated during the Gold 

Rush in the United States, when a number of the most successful miners were Irish or of 

Irish-American birth.   

Green wasn’t a color traditionally associated with St. Patrick.  It has only been since the 

Irish Rebellion of 1798 that green has become associated with St. Patrick’s Day. Blue, which 

adorned the ancient Irish flag, was first identified with St. Patrick's Day. But the rebels 

wore green to differentiate themselves from the British, who clothed themselves in red, 

and the color has since come to denote Ireland and the Irish to all the world. Shamrocks, the 

national plant of Ireland (which legend says St. Patrick used to explain the Holy Trinity), also 

became a global signifier of the European island. 

The March 17 celebration started in 1631 when the Church established a Feast Day 

honoring St. Patrick. Traditionally, St. Patrick’s Day was a religious occasion. Up un-

til the 1970s, Irish laws mandated that pubs be closed on March 17. The Irish immi-

grants in the United States were largely responsible for slowly shifting St. Patrick's Day 

from a religious observation to a secular one. Boston, with its massive Irish population, 

held the first parade in 1737, with New York City following suit 25 years later. Today, along 

with Chicago, which is famed for dyeing its river green since 1962, these cities still offer 

some of the biggest celebrations dedicated to the man who supposedly drove the snakes 

out of Ireland.  Beginning in 1995, the Irish government began a national campaign 

to use the interest in St. Patrick ’s Day in countries like the United States to pro-

mote tourism to showcase Ireland and Irish culture to the rest of the world.  

So, what’s so saintly about St. Patrick?  The simple answer is that St. Patrick lived a life for 

God.  His is a reminder to us that: 

- We can trust God with our days. 

“My times are in your hands…” Ps. 31:15 

- We can trust that He will bring purpose through even the darkest of times. 

"And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have 

been called according to his purpose." Rom. 8:28 

- We can trust His Sovereignty and Power over all.  

"For you bless the righteous, O Lord; you cover him with favor as with a shield." Ps. 5:12 

-We can be assured God's presence is always with us and His plans for us are good. 

"For the Lord God is a sun and shield; the Lord bestows favor and honor; no good thing does 

He withhold from those who walk uprightly." Ps. 84:11 

https://www.countryliving.com/gardening/garden-ideas/a30768704/shamrock-plant/
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Saint-Patricks-Day
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Saint-Patricks-Day
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HISTORY CORNER—cont’d... 

“May the strength of God pilot us, the wisdom of God instruct us, the 
hand of God protect us, and the word of God direct us. Be always ours 

this day and for evermore.” 
--St Patrick 

And so may it always be ours as well.  Happy St. Patrick’s Day. 

Pam Hoel 

Historian 



 
Let us remember with cards, and prayers…  

 
CHURCH MEMBERS 

 
Marcia Garner, 3 Devant Lane, Bluffton 

29909 

Al Gibson, 21 Mongin Way, 

Bluffton, 29909 

Tom & Ruth Dolan, 33 Broughton Circle, 

Bluffton 29909 

Verna Crosby, 71 Pepper Hall 

Plantation, Okatie 29909 

Archie Vance, 31 Wild Strawberry Lane, 

Bluffton 29909 

Linda Batten, 17 Alston Bay, Bluffton 

29909 

Jane Cook, 300 Serenity Point Drive, 

Bluffton 29909 

Bonnie & Geoff Borgelt,  

101 Crossing Blvd, Bluffton 29910 

Ida Walker 

 

 
CHURCH MEMBERS IN NURSING HOMES, 

ASSISTED LIVING OR HOMEBOUND 
 
Elnora Ekholm, 173 May River Rd.,  

   Bluffton 29910 

June Hamilton, 4 Concession Oak Dr.,  

   Bluffton 29909 

Jane and Jerry Wick, 740 Middletrail Court,  

Mt. Airy MD 21771 

Joan Nations, Lake Gibson Village 

Memory Unit 

771 Carpenter’s Way 

FAMILY AND FRIENDS OF MEMBERS 
Hannah Nystrom, friend of Marie Baldauf 
Hugh and Sue Ross, brother & sister-in-law of 

Will Ross 
Christine Zimmerman, sister-in-law of Will Ross 
Gary, husband of Judi Landin 
Lindsay, daughter of Leslie Richards 
Kathleen Thompson, mother of Pastor Chris 
Brian Fishborne, friend of Cynthia Thompson 
Grandchildren of Judi Landin 
Wallace, brother of John Hubbard, and Wallace’s 

son 
Bethany and Alena Soto, granddaughter and 

great granddaughter of Ouida Dell 
The Monzon family, friends of Jack Reed and 

Paula Swope 
Sally Watern, sister of Jerry Vagnier 
Patty LeBlanc, friend of Lois Finch 
Brother of Pastor Chris 
Julian & Indie Parks, father and mother of Linda 

Batten 
Margot and Mike, friends of Myree Flanagan 
The Gordon family, friends of Mariah Fair 
Suzanne, friend of Paula Swope 
Molly, friend of Nancy Sariscak’s sister 
Lynette, sister of Leslie Richards 
Kirsten, granddaughter of Judi Landin 
Zane, great grandson of Sherry Lee 
Tracy Hutchinson 
Joyce, friend of Nancy Sariscak 
Courtney, daughter of Judi Landin 
Brody, nephew of Nancy Sariscak 
Lauren, niece of Pam & Rick Hoel 
The people of Ukraine 
Rebecca and Sara, the two young girls who  

acolyte at the first service 
Traveling mercies for all who are traveling 
 
PRAISES 
Archie Vance is doing well 
Nancy & John Sariscak celebrate their 50th  

anniversary 
Gary Landin celebrates his 81st birthday 
Visitor Don worshiped with us 
Praises for the lovely music of Rebecca Beithman 

and Lynn Macan. 

Page 9 

You will notice that the list no longer includes the reason for prayer, due to HIPPA regula-

tions. Please email Amy Erickson, amyhousererickson@gmail.com with any prayer requests 

you may have. If you have loved ones who have been blessed by recovery, peace or grace 

and may be removed from the list, please provide that information to Amy as well.  

mailto:amyhousererickson@gmail.com
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The football cakes were made by Janet Jacoby. One for each team in the Superbowl. 

  

 

Cynthia Thompson brought the red trays of Valentine cookies shaped as lips, valentine envelopes, 
etc. from that special bakery in Columbia. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Janet made the lollipop Valentine’s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

and Pam Hoel brought the gnome cards  

 

 

A look back at our Coffee Fellowship on Valentine’s Day... 

Did your team win?? 

RAMS BENGALS 



Thank you for “mailing” your  donations!  
The mailing address is:  
St. Luke’s UMC  
PO Box 2779 
Bluffton SC 29910 

OR WATCH “ON-LINE” AT OUR 
YOUTUBE CHANNEL—St. Luke’s UMC 
YouTube Channel 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/
UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g 
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MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

LET ME TAKE YOUR PHOTO! If you are attending St. 
Luke’s United Methodist Church, we would like to 
have you in our Photo Directory. We include visitors 
as well as members! 

IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO BECOME A MEMBER OF ST. 
LUKE’S Please ask or email Pat Simmons for an 
“Invitation to Membership” form. Fill it out, bring it back 
and someone will get in touch with you.  

APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

02 Amy Erickson 

06 John Sariscak 

08 Ellie Antoine 

14 Joan Nations* 

15 George Batten 

16 Ida Walker 

10 Marilyn & Ron Pozsonyi 

26 Kathy & Jim Smith  

*New Addresses: 

  

 Joan Nations 

Lake Gibson Village 

Memory Care 

771 Carpenter’s Way 

Lakeland FL 33809 

 

Sarah Smith 

702 Warrington Place 

Rock Hill SC 29732 

NO MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 
03 Roland Smith 

09 Lynne Clements 

09 Kathy Strife 

11 Vern Conway 

11 Bryan Metzger 

14 Wally Willig 

17 Beth Peters 

30 Judy Watts 

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj_gXL78wJ24jkL6HMBp02g


At 12:00 PM, the Bluffton United Methodist Church will be 

open for Imposition of Ashes only.  

 

At 6:00 PM there will be a Worship Service  

and Imposition of Ashes.  

 

The church is located at: 

101 Calhoun Street 

 

All are welcome! 

 

March 2, 2022 
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